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Legal Difficulties 
Ground Student 
Skydiving Club 
ERIN BOURGAULT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
What is more dangerous: going 
skydiving or driving in your car? Pe¬ 
ter Garber ’10 argues that although 
skydiving is perceived as risky, there 
is less of a chance of getting injured 
diving out of a plane than riding in 
a car. Does this mean that Bates will 
allow and endorse a skydiving club 
on campus? This question is currently 
being debated by the Bates College 
Student Government’s Organizational 
Review Board (ORB), which needs to 
approve every club at Bates. 
Keith Tannenbaum, Assistant 
Dean of Students, is hopeful that the 
club’s constitution will eventually be 
passed, but that decision is ultimately 
up to the Dean of Students, the senior 
staff of Bates and the College’s lawyer. 
Tannenbaum states, “It is important 
for us to be certain that there is no li¬ 
ability on the part of the college.” Ac¬ 
cording to Garoth Tannenbaum and 
Dean of Students Tedd Goundie have 
been very helpful to Garber during 
this process and are working to make 
it as fast and easy as possible. Gar¬ 
ber understands their need to contact 
a lawyer about the school’s liability 
with the club. 
Meanwhile, Garber remains ex¬ 
cited about the club and hopes that 
his constitution will be passed by the 
student government’s ORB. Once the 
constitution is passed, he will send 
in a budget request. Skydiving is ex¬ 
pensive, anywhere from $179 to $209 
per jump, so this money would go to¬ 
wards making it more accessible for 
students, faculty and staff. So far, 79 
people - students and staff - have 
contacted Garber with interest, and 
he is certain that more people will be 
interested once they hear stories of 
success from their friends. 
For beginner skydivers, Garber 
recommends a tandem skydive, which 
will cost no more than $189, includ¬ 
ing instructor fees, equipment costs, 
waiver fees, classroom training and 
the dive itself. For more experienced 
skydivers who have a United States 
Parachute Association A license, the 
rate for the first jump will not exceed 
$309- Further junps will cost as little 
as $17 each once students have li¬ 
censes. Garber plans to take students 
to Skydive New England, a privately 
owned skydiving center and school in 
Lebanon, Maine, just an hour and a 
half from Bates. Skydive New England 
is known worldwide and has had an 
exemplary safety record during its 24 
years in business. 
The number of skydiving clubs 
nationwide is growing. Today there 
are more than 100 collegiate skydiv¬ 
ing clubs across the nation. There are 
also many different skydiving com¬ 
petitions, including a national cham¬ 
pionship. “If those schools could or¬ 
ganize and approve a club and team, 
why can’t Bates?” Garber asks. 
College Campaigners “Invade” Lewiston 
DANIELA REICHELSTEIN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Maine college students “invaded” 
Lewiston neighborhoods Saturday to 
register voters and organize support 
for Barack Obama, Tom Allen and 
other Democratic candidates running 
in the November election. The Maine 
College Democrats, headed by Presi¬ 
dent of the Student Body Paul Suitter 
’09, and Obama’s Campus Coalition for 
Change marshaled the Invasion. 
Participants attended an orienta¬ 
tion meeting at the local International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Hall, where they received instructions 
about the canvassing process. Armed 
with Google maps and Obama-Alien 
pamphlets, the students dispersed to 
their designated locations. 
Some students had specific can¬ 
vassing goals. “I hope to get the word 
out about Obama and inform the 
Lewiston community about issues like 
health care and the war,” said Glynnis 
Nadel TO. President of the Bates Dem¬ 
ocrats Daniel Gimbel TO said the Inva¬ 
sion would “build closer ties between 
Lewiston and the Bates community.” 
Event coordinators relayed the in¬ 
fluence Lewiston has on the outcome 
of the Senate and House of Representa¬ 
tives races and emphasized the impor¬ 
tance of vigorously campaigning here. 
“Lewiston is in the second congressio¬ 
nal district, which is more conserva¬ 
tive,” Gimbel said. “It is the big place 
where we could make an impact.” 
Some students thought the can¬ 
vassing effort was effective. “I think 
all those who canvassed made a dif¬ 
ference,” said Afroz Baig ’ll, volun¬ 
teer for Students for Barack Obama. 
“Talking with voters one on one is the 
best way to allow them to ask ques¬ 
tions about the different candidates 
on the Democratic ticket in Maine. 
The Lewiston community has a lot of 
power in the upcoming election, and 
it’s important that all the members of 
this community turn out to vote. Every 
door that was knocked on made a dif¬ 
ference.” 
Others thought they were less suc¬ 
cessful at swaying voters’ opinions. “I 
feel like I was able to give informa¬ 
tion to undecideds, but I’m not sure I 
changed opinion,” Nadel said. “I wish 
there were more people that were ac¬ 
tually home that I could have talked 
to.” 
Students were generally enthusi¬ 
astic about the Invasion. “Today went 
very well,” said Nora Murray T2. “It 
was fun to get outside the Bates bub¬ 
ble and get involved.” 
Invasion participants enjoyed inter¬ 
acting with Lewiston residents. “I was 
lucky enough to be able to canvass in 
neighborhoods that surround Bates,” 
Baig said. “It was a great way to in¬ 
teract with those who live in Lewiston 
while talking with them about what is¬ 
sues are important to them in this up¬ 
coming election.” 
Overall, 80 college students from 
across New England knocked on 
4,700 doors. “Canvassing was amaz¬ 
ing,” Baig said. “I was so proud of how 
many Bates students - and students in 
general from across the state of Maine 
- turned out. It’s clear to see that ev¬ 
eryone is excited about the upcoming 
election and that the citizens of Maine 
are ready for change.” 
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Daniel Gimbel, President of the Bates College Democrats, was out on Saturday 
canvassing the local area for the Obama Campaign along with other college 
students from Maine and other parts of New England. 
Health Center a Model for Treating Eating Disorders 
CHLOE BOURNE 
STAFF WRITER 
While sitting in the waiting room 
for Christy Tisdale, Director of Health 
Services, I browsed through the selec¬ 
tion of self-help reading. I was sur¬ 
prised to find that almost a quarter 
of the pamphlets directly related 
to issues of overeating and under¬ 
eating. One article cited a study 
showing that almost 91 percent of 
women on college campuses had 
dieted, and that 22 percent di¬ 
eted often or always (Kurth et al., 
1995). 
Wondering if statistics might be 
this high at Bates, my'first ques¬ 
tion during my interview with Tis¬ 
dale was, “Do you think dieting at 
Bates is really as common as that?” 
She said that statistic was, in fact, 
fairly accurate at Bates. “Society is 
geared toward a thin frame, and 
women feel a lot of pressure to 
lose weight,” she explained. To¬ 
day’s version of the perfect body 
type for women is not the same as 
the healthy, curvaceous one it was 
sixty years ago. 
Although men tend to focus 
on body building instead of losing 
weight, they also feel tremendous 
pressure to achieve the 'ideal figure, 
Dr. Wendy Kjeldgaarad, the psycholo¬ 
gist on campus who specializes in eat¬ 
ing disorders, explained. Kjeldgaarad 
has never worked with a male at Bates 
with an eating disorder. This is in part 
because there is a lower percentage 
overall of males with eating disorders 
(although that percentage is increas¬ 
ing) and in part due to shame associat¬ 
ed with the disorders so often labeled 
“woman’s diseases.” Men will admit to 
an obsession with working out, Kjeld¬ 
gaarad said, but will often not admit to 
the obsession being linked to an eating 
disorder. 
In addition to cultural pressure, 
personality traits and learned behavior 
also contribute to eating disorders. An 
growth spurt during their college years 
which transforms their teenage bod¬ 
ies into adult bodies. Due to constant 
proximity with peers, body comparison 
and the sharing of unhealthy ideas is 
also higher. With all these factors taken 
into account, it is hardly surprising that 
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Students peruse some of the many food choices in Commons. Buffet-style dining can be 
overwhelming for some students, said Director of Dining Services Christine Schwartz. 
eating disorder can be a learned cop¬ 
ing skill used to replace feelings of de¬ 
pression and anxiety. Food abuse can 
be addictive because it affects brain 
chemistry in a similar way to drug 
use. 
Eating disorders are an issue at 
college in particular, Kjeldgaarad ex¬ 
plained, because students are coming 
into total control of their food intake 
for the first time, feeling high body im¬ 
age dissatisfaction and experiencing a 
dieting is commonplace and eating 
disorders are prevalent in colleges. 
The Bates Health Center has a team 
on staff which uses a multidisciplinary 
approach to provide counseling, medi¬ 
cal care and nutritional consultation 
to anyone with an eating disorder or 
eating concerns. Tisdale heads the 
team, orchestrating the group to form 
a cohesive plan for every student who 
comes to their attention. 
According to Tisdale, medical 
leaves of absence due to eating disor¬ 
ders are rare. Usually once a student 
gets into the system the team “can ag¬ 
gressively treat the eating disorder for 
a semester or two.” The Bates Health 
Center protocol for dealing with eating 
disorders has been so successful that 
Mercy Hospital in Portland uses 
it as an example when talking to 
other colleges about successful 
treatment plans. 
Bates Dining Services is alsc 
aware of people with eating dis¬ 
orders. Christine Schwartz, Direc¬ 
tor of Dining Services, explained 
that it can be very stressful for a 
first-year to arrive at college and 
no longer have parents and guard¬ 
ians preparing his or her meals. 
“Before,” she explained, “one did 
not have to plan meals. When stu¬ 
dents first get here they are faced 
with buffet tables carrying a wide 
variety of foods. Given this situ¬ 
ation, some students thrive while 
others are overwhelmed.” 
Schwartz believes in helping 
people self-govern. Dining Ser¬ 
vices does not post caloric content 
information about food but makes 
sure to use low-fat and healthy 
products whenever possible. 
Although Schwartz does not 
engage in educational programs 
because it is her philosophy for Com¬ 
mons to be “a neutral zone for stu¬ 
dents,” she is very aware of students 
with eating disorders. In the 12 years 
that she has worked here, she has 
brought three or four students to the 
attention of the Health Center out of 
concern for their general well-being. 
The Health Center is open 24 hours 
a day whenever classes are in session, 
ready and willing to offer discreet help 
as needed. 
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BCSG Announces Election Results 
Fewer Than One Third of Students Cast Ballots 
SIMONE PATHE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
The Bates College Student Govern¬ 
ment (BCSG) held elections for class 
co-presidents, representatives to the 
BCSG Representative Assembly (RA) 
and representatives to the Deans, Trust¬ 
ees, President’s, and Faculty Advisory 
Committees last Tuesday and Wednes¬ 
day. Voting was conducted on the Gar¬ 
net Gateway. 
For the class of 2009, Tim Gay and 
Arsalan Suahail are the new co-presi¬ 
dents. Andrew Simon, Matej Kenda, Eri¬ 
ca Perlman and Olivia Liggio are the RA 
representatives. The Trustees Advisory 
Committee senior class representative 
is Erin Sienkiewicz. Katherine Brusto- 
wicz will represent the seniors on the 
Deans Advisory Committee, while Bro- 
die O’Brien will represent the seniors 
on the President’s Advisory Committee. 
The senior class had the second lowest 
turnout rate with 166 students voting, 
or 33 percent of the class. 
The junior class has elected Vantiel 
Duncan and Doug Ray as their co-pres¬ 
idents. Daniella Ritter will be the ju¬ 
nior class’ RA representative and Brad¬ 
ley McGraw will be the representative 
to the Trustees, Deans, and President’s 
Advisory Committees. In addition to 
serving as class co-president, Doug Ray 
will represent his class on the Faculty 
Advisory Committee. The class of 2010 
had by far the lowest rate of voter turn¬ 
out. Only 76 students, or 16 percent of 
the class, voted. 
Frankie White and Katewatson 
Prins are the new co-Presidents of the 
sophomore class, which had the high¬ 
est turnout rate by nearly eight percent¬ 
age points for a total of 202 students, or 
44 percent, voting. For RA representa¬ 
tives, the sophomore class has elected 
Felix Radford, Brenda O’Brien and 
Matt Cocciardi. The Trustees Advisory 
Committee sophomore-class member is 
Carolyn Silva Sanchez. Cambria Hemp- 
ton will serve on the Deans Advisory 
Committee and Chelsea Pennucci on 
the President’s and Faculty Advisory 
Committees. 
First-years elected Julia Winder and 
Shervin Chambers to be co-presidents 
of the class of 2012. Serving as RA rep¬ 
resentatives are Michael Pasek, Bridget 
Anderson, Sachi Phene, Sara Dominique 
and Tasnia Huque. Matt Lipoff will rep¬ 
resent the class of 2012 on the Trustees 
Advisory Committee and Dan Aupi will 
represent the class on the Deans Ad¬ 
visory Committee, while Tasnia Huque 
and Alex Paladini will represent their 
class on the President’s Advisory Com¬ 
mittee and Faculty Advisory Committee, 
respectively. Out of the biggest first- 
year class in Bates history, 196 students, 
or 37 percent, voted. 
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Staff Editorial 
How Liability 
Stole Fun 
Two articles in this week’s Bates Student highlight an issue that 
seems to dictate a lot of what Bates students can and cannot do on 
and around campus: liability. Peter Garber TO is currently waiting 
on Bates lawyers to clear the way for the pending Bates Skydiving 
Club. Meanwhile, on Frye Street, Wes Farnsworth ’ll, Greg Flynn 
’ll, Ben Latham ’ll and Andrew Wilcox ’ll were asked to remove 
the half-pipe skateboarding ramp they constructed because of liabil¬ 
ity issues. As with the Skydiving Club, Bates lawyers are currently 
reviewing the safety of the ramp and considering moving it to a dif¬ 
ferent, indoor location such as old Commons or an abandoned barn 
by Nash House. 
In addition to these two recent stories, liability issues seem to 
pervade other areas of campus life. Despite the fact that it is “food 
year” at Bates, only three on-campus residencies that we know of - 
280 College, JB and Frye Street Union - have working ovens, making 
it very unlikely that more than a handful of Batesies will be getting 
in touch with their food by cooking for themselves. Similarly, as of 
last year, Bates athletes have to get their parents to sign a permission 
form to allow them to take alternate transportation to or from an 
away contest. 
In a world of sue-happy parents, it makes sense that Bates would 
be concerned - even terrified - of facing a major liability charge. 
With our notoriously low endowment relative to sister schools, Bates 
has to be especially careful to keep students safe in cases where the 
school could in any way be held accountable. 
While the editorial board appreciates the College’s efforts in re¬ 
gards to student safety, we feel that, in some cases, fear of liability 
has held Bates back from offering activities and services that could 
really liven up residential and extracurricular life. Why shouldn’t we 
be able to skate down half-pipes or dive out of planes if we want to? 
Most of us have been riding wheels - whether bicycles, rollerblades 
or skateboards - since we were little kids and, as Peter Garber ar¬ 
gues, skydiving is actually safer than driving a car in terms of risk of 
injury. 
“Extreme” sports aside, this board believes that, as 18 to 22-year- 
olds, we should be allowed to leave athletic contests unattended and 
cook lasagna in our dorm kitchens. Most of us outgrew permission 
slips in grade school and relying too heavily on Commons for meals 
will probably mean a lot of burnt - or microwavable - dinners when 
we are eventually released into the cooking world. In short, this board 
believes that liability issues should not prevent students from having 
fun (within reason, of course) and being treated as adults. 
So, what can Bates do about it? For starters, lighten up! It’s a good 
idea to have Bates lawyers review things like clubs and dorm-side 
structures if it concerns the safety of students, but after that there 
are simple things Bates can do to avoid the threat of liability. For 
instance, skydiving students could sign a liability form before they 
jump, absolving the College of any responsibility. If necessary, a simi¬ 
lar form could be used for the half-pipe or even for ovens in dorms. 
The extra paperwork might be a nuisance, but it would be better 
than not allowing skydiving, skateboarding or cooking at all. 
On the student side of things, anyone with legally-inclined parents 
should perhaps take it upon themselves to stay inside planes and 
away from stoves - or at least promise to pay for their own injuries. 
As a last-ditch solution, if Bates is searching for a new, cheaper 
insurance policy, we hear that AIG is looking for some quick cash. 
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More War: The Belligerence of a 
McCain-Palin White House 
BLAISE LUCEY 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
There is one simple reason not to 
vote for McCain and Palin in Novem¬ 
ber: they will go to war. The United 
States is, for now, a country of abun¬ 
dance, but another war isn’t the kind 
of surplus we want or need. We often 
justify our wars under the guise of 
spreading democracy, but democracy 
isn’t for everyone. Eight out of ten Chi¬ 
nese citizens approve of the country’s 
non-democratic government. When 
was the last time we could boast such 
handsome numbers regarding approval 
of our own government? Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan, meanwhile, aren’t democra¬ 
cies, they’re just messes. 
We’ve killed more than a million, 
people in our aimless blundering under 
Bush and it seems that some Americans 
(namely Republicans) are under the im¬ 
pression that going to war with Russia 
or Iran isn’t such a bad idea. Here’s one 
fact: we’re angry with Russia and Iran 
because they’re trying to denominate 
oil into terms of the ruble and the euro. 
The euro exchange rate would drasti¬ 
cally increase oil prices. Oil is presently 
denominated in U.S. dollars and that 
keeps the prices pretty predictable for 
us. 
Do you think terrorism has been 
the focus of the Bush administration? 
If it were, we’d be in Saudi Arabia. Re¬ 
member Saudi Arabia, with its actual, 
substantial links to A1 Qaeda? We ig¬ 
nore Saudi Arabia’s transgressions be¬ 
cause they have a lot of oil. The world 
runs on oil, not justice. Our govern¬ 
ment used to be discreetly imperialis¬ 
tic. Now it seems not to care what the 
world thinks of our belligerency. 
Let’s examine Sarah Palin, our new¬ 
est celebrity. She thinks Georgia and 
Ukraine should become part of NATO 
and that we should help them in any 
kind of trouble (LA Times). This agree¬ 
ment would mean that we would go 
to war with Russia if they continue to 
provoke Georgia. Russia now recogniz¬ 
es two regions that have broken away 
from Georgia as independent territories 
(a mirror of the situation with Kosovo). 
Russia says it will defend South Osse¬ 
tia and Abkhazia if the regions are at¬ 
tacked (NY Times). Georgia might want 
their land back, in which case McCain 
and Palin would help them. 
The only way to get things done 
without people getting hurt is to work 
on peace treaties, concessions, com¬ 
promises and negotiations. Obama 
gets it. He’s stated that he would rather 
peacefully work with Iran than blindly 
charge into yet another country (NY 
Times). He understands that we look 
like the international bully. 
We’re occupying two countries 
right now. Russians hopped into some 
tanks, invaded Georgia and was met 
immediately with international criti¬ 
cism. Where are the people trying to 
push us back? Well, we chose to invade 
countries with little to no alliances. That 
would change if we tried to invade Iran 
or Russia. They have connections. Not 
only that, they are (or will be) nuclear 
powers. Invading them would be dan¬ 
gerous, if not apocalyptic. 
There is no way to justify voting for 
McCain and Palin unless you want to 
accrue more national debt, enter more 
wars and cause more suffering for the 
sake of a maladjusted perception of 
what is “right.” Our military, our re¬ 
sources and our budget aren’t infinite, a 
fact that is painfully obvious if you look 
at the Taliban’s footholds in Afghani¬ 
stan or anywhere in Iraq. We can’t even 
handle the wars we’re already waging, 
and we’ve started to tiptoe into Paki¬ 
stan. If Obama and Biden aren’t elected 
to reel in this “crusade,” as Bush once 
referred to the War on Terror, there’s no 
telling where we’ll end up. 
Our country is the United States. 
We don’t belong in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Iran, Georgia, Russia or Pakistan. Other 
countries are wondering when we’re 
going to stop invading places. If we 
don’t stop soon, someone will make us 
stop, and chances are it may not be by 
peaceful means. 
Another Inconvenient Truth 
Achieving Sustainability Means Putting an End to Our Materialistic Lifestyle 
REGINA TAVANI 
MANAGING FORUM 
EDITOR 
In the endless 
struggle to reduce our 
carbon footprint and create a more sus¬ 
tainable planet, “alternative” is a word 
heard often. And indeed it should be, 
since developing alternative forms of 
energy is crucial on a planet where 
current energy sources such as oil are 
in limited supply. “Conservation,” of 
course, is another common buzzword 
in the world of environmental sustain¬ 
ability. “Downsizing,” however, is a 
word rarely heard in association with 
the green movement. Yet downsizing, 
whether it be the square footage of our 
homes, the number of cars we drive or 
simply the number of material goods 
we consume, is undeniably imperative 
to the development of any viable en¬ 
ergy plan. 
So why is it that we hear so little 
about the extent to which our con¬ 
spicuous consumption in the United 
States and other developed countries 
both ravages the environment present¬ 
ly and hinders the future sustainability 
of Earth? The answer is simply denial. 
As members of a society built upon the 
very threads of unfettered capitalism 
and materialism, it is uncomfortable for 
us to accept the fact that our lifestyle is 
a primary component of environmental 
destruction. It is for this reason that we 
instead emphasize those approaches 
to sustainability which have a smaller 
effect on our lifestyle. Actions such as 
switching from bottled water to a Sigg 
or purchasing a halogen light bulb are 
relatively pain free and have no nega¬ 
tive effect on the way we are used to 
living. If anything, society has even 
made them trendy. But such attempts 
at sustainability are only a piece of the 
puzzle. A complete approach to reduc¬ 
ing our carbon footprint requires that 
we employ this same kind of environ¬ 
mentally conscious thinking in each 
and every action we take. The kind of 
lifestyle that approach would create, 
however, would be precisely the op¬ 
posite of trendy, which is why the at¬ 
tempts of many to be eco-friendly are 
so half-hearted. 
One’s home is perhaps the most 
visible sign of one’s wealth and status. 
For this reason, most families aspire to 
purchase the largest, highest-quality 
home they can afford. As of late, home 
size seems to have become an, Ameri¬ 
can obsession. In the 1970s, the aver¬ 
age house size was 1,600 square feet. 
Today, it is a whopping 2,300 square 
feet (CNNMoney.com). A home is also 
one of our largest environmental li¬ 
abilities. A four-person household in 
the United States emits an average of 
110 tons in carbon emissions annually 
(Nature Conservancy). By lowering the 
heat or turning lights off when they are 
not in use, a homeowner can lower his 
or her carbon emissions somewhat. 
Installing solar panels as an alternative 
source of heat, a practice that is begin¬ 
ning to gain popularity after A1 Gore 
installed 33 of them on his Tennessee 
mansion last year, is another way of 
lowering these emissions. 
But what if A1 Gore chose not to 
own a mansion? What if he sold it, 
bought a smaller home, and installed 
solar panels on that house? Doing so 
would obviously be the most effective 
way to lower his emissions. Solar pan¬ 
els may eliminate heating emissions, 
but what about other sources of energy 
consumption? According to Nashville 
Electric Services, Gore’s house con¬ 
sumes more electricity per month than 
the average U.S. household uses in a 
whole year (Chattanoogan.com). 
Though it may be tempting, criticiz¬ 
ing Al Gore’s evident hypocrisy will not 
solve the green question. Recognizing 
ourselves in Gore’s case, however, can 
be a start. In the coming years, many of 
us will purchase our first home. Will we 
take sustainability into account when 
we make these purchases? If we do not, 
our actions will ultimately increase not 
only our individual carbon footprints 
but also society’s as a whole. By choos¬ 
ing to purchase smaller homes, and 
thus lowering the demand for larger 
ones, developers, who have focused so 
much time and energy (mental and lit¬ 
eral) on constructing larger and larger 
homes, will get the signal and decrease 
the supply of said homes. McMansions 
will disappear and give way to smaller 
homes. And a smaller house is always 
a more efficient house. This change in 
supply will in turn produce a smaller 
amount of energy expenditure during 
the construction of these homes. Less 
wood, less sheetrock, less oil to pow¬ 
er construction vehicles, fewer trees 
destroyed...all in all, a return to the 
construction of smaller homes would 
cut down tremendously on our con¬ 
sumption of natural resources. And of 
course, once we lived in those homes, ■ 
consumption would stay low, especial¬ 
ly if we conserved electricity and used 
such alternative energy forms as solar 
heating. 
Making the choice to purchase 
smaller homes (and fewer of them - 
McCain, with his eight houses, is noth¬ 
ing short of a sustainability fiend) en¬ 
tails a tremendous amount of sacrifice. 
So too do the changes we must make 
in regard to transportation. We can talk 
and talk about developing an infra¬ 
structure with better public transporta¬ 
tion like Europe’s, but our population 
distribution is simply not dense enough 
in many places for such an infrastruc¬ 
ture to be efficient on a large scale. Our 
lives as Americans are dependent on the 
automobile. And until we can success¬ 
fully develop an alternative to oil, we 
* f 
must simply cut down on the number 
of cars we own and the distances we 
drive them. You can brag about own¬ 
ing a Toyota Prius, but if you’ve got a 
Chevy Suburban and two other cars in 
your four car garage “just for fun,” your 
bragging rights are essentially useless. 
The car issue is perhaps even more 
of an inconvenience than the house is¬ 
sue. Much of our generation is accus¬ 
tomed to receiving cars when we get 
our licenses. The American household 
owns an average of 2.28 vehicles, and 
35 percent of households own more 
than three vehicles (greencarcongress. 
com). Having a car has made my own 
life tremendously easier both in high 
school and at college, and it is difficult 
for me to imagine having to rely on my 
parents’ cars. But for many years, that is 
what young adults did. A family often 
owned only one car, and yet they man¬ 
aged to survive. When we drive, each 
of us emits approximately 5.02 metric 
tons of carbon dioxide per year (car- 
boncounter.org). Imagine, then, if each 
household owned only the number of 
cars which it absolutely needed, and if 
the majority of those cars were hybrids. 
Not only would vehicle emissions re¬ 
duce significantly, but we would also be 
much less dependent on foreign oil. 
We must also be willing to drive 
fewer miles. Lately, oil prices have driv¬ 
en many Americans to do just that, but 
we must be able to make this choice 
independent of our wallets for more 
conscientious driving habits to become 
a permanent fixture. Private jets are an¬ 
other needless luxury that greatly tax 
our environment. If you must fly some¬ 
where, fly commercial. If you find your¬ 
self interested in buying a boat, buy a 
sailboat. Means of transportation have 
become yet another status symbol in 
our culture. If we can strip that symbol 
away from transportation, then we’ve 
moved one step closer to sustainabil¬ 
ity. 
Ultimately, being environmentally 
conscious is something that should af¬ 
fect each and every purchase we make. 
The fewer products being consumed, 
the fewer products being manufactured 
and shipped. This, in turn, will mean 
less depletion of natural resources and 
reduced carbon dioxide emissions. If 
the state of the economy has not al¬ 
ready made you a bit more thrifty than 
before, perhaps the environment will. 
Creating the most sustainable future 
possible requires that we do more than 
follow fads, eat locally-grown produce 
and slap “Save the Earth” bumper stick¬ 
ers onto our cars. It will require a full 
throttle sacrifice of the kind of lifestyle 
to which we have become accustomed. 
Being eco-friendly needs to be more 
than an ankle-deep, temporary trend. 
It needs to be uncomfortable; it needs 
to be painful. That may be an inconve¬ 
nient truth, but it is yet another truth we 
must accept if we truly care about the 
future of our planeju 
+ 
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Where Have All the Activists Gone? 
AFROZ BAIG 
STAFF WRITER 
Many times I’ve felt as though 
I was born in the wrong decade. 
The ’50s and ’60s were a time of 
change for our country. Students, 
people our age, were out in full force protesting 
and being active to make change happen. Look¬ 
ing around our campus, I don’t get that feeling 
often. Students don’t protest; complaining is in 
style with today’s youth. But it’s not all gloomy. 
Last Saturday, my faith in college students made 
a comeback. 
For the last eight years, most of us have felt 
disenfranchised in terms of politics. However, 
with this upcoming election many people are ex¬ 
cited and becoming involved. Students from all 
across the state of Maine dispersed themselves 
throughout Lewiston this Saturday to help can¬ 
vass for the Maine Democratic Party. 
For those of you unfamiliar with Maine poli¬ 
tics, I’d like to explain why Maine is a special 
state. Maine is one of two states in the nation 
which divides its electoral votes porportionally. 
So in theory, either Senator Obama or Senator 
McCain could win the state and not get all four 
electoral votes. Thus, victory in District One as 
well as in District Two is crucial. 
I am not a morning person, so waking up 
early on a Saturday to canvass was not ideal. But 
that hesitation was only temporary - a pre-coffee 
mindset if you will. If nothing else, it was sort of 
nice to be in Commons before noon on a Satur¬ 
day. The real joy came from seeing how many 
students had sacrificed their time to make the 
canvassing effort happen. A group of students 
from Smith College had driven up to help, which 
made my 10-minute trip from Bates to IBEW (In¬ 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical Workers) 
Hall in Lewiston look effortless. 
I was lucky enough to be able to canvass 
in neighborhoods that surround Bates. It’s amaz¬ 
ing how little interaction most of us have with 
the larger community. Knocking on doors, I had 
some amazing conversations with the residents 
of Lewiston, most of whom are worried about 
the economy, the war and our educational sys¬ 
tem. 
Something else I heard quite often was how 
tired everyone is of the constant bickering be¬ 
tween the left and the right. It’s hard to know 
where to draw the line - the media jumps on ev¬ 
ery little story from the campaign trail, and if the 
respective campaigns don’t respond to rumors, 
attacks or statements taken out of context, then 
media commentators and the opposing cam¬ 
paign have a field day. 
In the neighborhoods I canvassed, there 
was a lot of excitement and support for Barack 
Obama, Tom Allen and Michael Michaud. That 
was very encouraging. Regardless of whether or 
not anyone was home, it was a rewarding expe¬ 
rience to be out knocking on doors and working 
for a cause I believe in. 
The level of commitment displayed by every 
student who was out in a Lewiston neighbor¬ 
hood on Saturday was inspiring. In a lot of ways, 
I think that there is youth activism on every cam¬ 
pus; you just have to look hard to find it. My 
disappointment lies in the fact that it’s not wide¬ 
spread - and it feels like the older you get, the 
less time you have to spend on your extracur¬ 
ricular passions. Bates is coming along though. 
The group of Bates students who canvassed yes¬ 
terday easily consisted mostly of underclassmen. 
My hope is that this newly ignited fire in even 
a handful of students will not die out after the 
election is over. 
I will continue to be envious of our counter¬ 
parts from the ’50s and ’60s who were able to 
experience a time of pivotal change. If anything, 
walking through Lewiston reinforced for me that 
people today are looking for change, too. Maybe 
this change is not on the same scale as in de¬ 
cades past, but there is still a thirst for a better 
country. If there is any time to feel like working 
for something bigger than yourself, this election 
would be the time to do it, regardless of which 
side of the political fence you are on. 
Maine: More Than Vacationland 
Four Years Living on America’s Last Frontier Provides Contrast to Typical New England Suburbia 
MARIAM ALAM 
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR 
As we were heading up to 
Unity, Maine for the famous Common Ground 
Fair last Saturday, a friend of mine struck upon 
an interesting point: “We are going to really know 
Maine by the end of our four years living here,” 
she said. Now this probably sounds , like an in¬ 
credibly obvious statement. After having pointed 
this out, my friend was barraged with numerous 
insults ranging from the ever-appropriate “DUH” 
to only slightly wittier sarcastic jibes such as “No 
way! We are Maine residents and we will know 
the state of Maine?!?” But while I admit to num¬ 
ber myself among the teasing faction, I do think 
there was substantial merit to her statement. 
A large percentage of Bates students are from, 
as the well-known Bates adage goes, “just out¬ 
side of Boston,” or from one of the many analo¬ 
gous suburban towns peppered throughout New 
England. And while Maine is also a part of New 
England, one cannot group this fine state in with 
its neighbors in good conscience. For in crossing 
that landmark bridge over the Piscataqua River, 
one enters into a land that differs as much from 
the New England bloc as does Iowa. Unlike the 
snooty homesteads of the liberal elite that com¬ 
prise Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Vermont and New Hampshire, Maine is charac¬ 
terized by the untouched beauty of its wilder¬ 
ness, by its small population and huge land area, 
and by its reliance on tourism, agriculture and in¬ 
dustry as a means of state income. And although 
many people who have visited Maine claim to 
possess a vast knowledge of the state, imitating 
the “Mainer” accent and talking about moose and 
lobster, we, as Maine residents, know that not all 
of the state is truly “Vacationland.” 
Traveling from southern Maine to the Cana¬ 
dian border, a driver encounters a variety of ter¬ 
rains and communities. The beaches and lakes of 
southern Maine that most out-of-staters assume 
are definitive of the state give way to the surpris¬ 
ingly chic city of Portland. From the shopping 
and restaurants of Old Port to the more residen¬ 
tial areas of the rest of Portland, Maine’s largest 
city seems to show signs of New England flair, 
deviating from the rest of the state in its decid¬ 
edly sophisticated environment. Upscale dining, 
fashionable consignment shops, art museums 
and other hallmarks of highbrow New England 
abound. And yet walking along the harbor in 
Portland, with smells of fish and seawater color¬ 
ing the air, a traveler is once again reminded of 
Maine’s truer nature, of its role not as a com¬ 
mercial hot spot in our nation, but as a center 
for traditional industries such as fishing and ship¬ 
building. 
Journeying deeper into Maine gives further 
evidence to my claim that the state does not gen¬ 
uinely fit in with the rest of New England. Rather 
than driving through middle to upper class sub¬ 
urbs of major cities, a traveler encounters beau¬ 
tiful countryside with cows and horses dotting 
the green fields. Rural areas funnel into quaint 
country towns, often run-down as a result of 
agricultural hardship. Further signs of economic 
depression are seen in the numerous former mill 
towns, such as our own city of Lewiston, which 
have come to rely largely on consumer services 
in place of production. I personally doubt that 
many residents of these areas, people struggling 
to support their families in the unfriendly Maine 
economy, would agree that Maine is in fact “Va¬ 
cationland.” As the traveler continues his drive 
through the state, he finds fewer and fewer peo¬ 
ple and perhaps more and more moose. Maine is 
likely the closest thing that our country has to a 
frontier. Unlike the populous towns of northern 
Massachusetts, northern Maine is characterized 
by natural and unscathed beauty. 
In terms of statistics, Maine is perhaps more 
similar to states in the Midwest or the South than 
to the states it is geographically grouped with. 
The population of Maine is a sixth of Massachu¬ 
setts’ and ranks 40th out of our 50 states. As of 
2006, 97 percent of Maine’s residents were non- 
Hispanic white, the highest percentage of whites 
in any state (census.gov). The population of its 
largest city, Portland, is slightly smaller than that 
of my suburban hometown in Connecticut. These 
numbers paint the portrait of Maine as the quiet, 
rural place that it is, as opposed to the overbear¬ 
ing, elitist image that the term “New England” 
evokes. 
And while the other New England states, with 
the exception of the swing state New Hampshire, 
are among the bluest of the Democratic strong¬ 
holds, Maine often sees its residents grappling 
between the Democratic attention to workers’ 
rights and the Republican appeal to traditional 
values. While Maine has tended to vote Demo¬ 
cratic in the last few elections, Republicans won 
Maine’s four electoral votes in every presiden¬ 
tial election in the 1970s and 1980s (maine.gov). 
Both its current senators are Republican, and 
Maine has also been historically more welcoming 
to independents and third-party candidates than 
other New England states, as seen in Ross Perot’s 
significant success in Maine in the ’90s. 
But while largely different from the rest of 
New England in regards to politics, population, 
economic climate and topography, Maine does 
display hints of influence from its long-term 
neighbors. Like Massachusetts, Maine has its fair 
share of Red Sox fans and Patriots enthusiasts. 
The Maine accent is only a slight digression from 
the Boston accent, though perhaps a bit more jar¬ 
ring. And, although I have gone on and on about 
Maine’s apparent immunity to the ever-spreading 
suburbia, southern Maine does in fact sport a few 
residential towns that are roughly identical to the 
towns that many of us come from. These towns 
probably appear in Maine because Massachusetts 
realized that it was not actually necessary to have 
a surplus of “Massholes,” and as a result, offered 
to transplant a few of its towns to the under¬ 
populated state of Maine. 
Taking all of these facts into account, Maine 
can easily be seen as a sort of microcosm of rural 
white America: with hicks and blue-collar work¬ 
ers and a few uptight businessmen, with liberal 
arts colleges educating the next generation of 
the liberal elite, with every TV tuned into foot¬ 
ball on Sunday, with Republicans warring against 
Democrats, with economic depression neighbor¬ 
ing incredible wealth under the watchful eyes of 
the Bush dynasty (cough Kennebunkport), with 
actual amber waves of grain and majestic purple 
mountains, Maine is, for better or for worse, the 
epitome of much of America, though it may not 
always hold true to the stereotype of New Eng¬ 
land. 
Facing the Day Our Clean 
Water Supply Runs Dry 
JAMIE CRAGNOLINE 
STAFF WRITER 
“FLOW,” a docu¬ 
mentary about the Earth’s diminishing 
supply of water, hit select theaters ear¬ 
lier this month. As the film noted, one 
sixth of the human population already 
lacks access to clean water, and the 
filmmakers argue that due to a combi¬ 
nation of drought, demand and other 
factors, this fraction is quickly growing. 
The same amount of water has always 
been here on Earth somewhere, but 
much of it is now polluted, poisoned 
or unreachable. Water is not the abun¬ 
dant resource we take it to be. In ad¬ 
dition, corporations now control most 
of the world’s usable water. What used 
to be a public supply is now privately 
controlled, making clean and afford¬ 
able water even more difficult to obtain 
for those who really need it. The film 
noted that California will run out of its 
water supply in an estimated 20 years. 
My question is, how long until we run 
out of water at Bates College? 
Sadly, I lack the scientific data and 
resources one would need to determine 
the exact date that Bates’ water supply 
would run dry. However, I can specu¬ 
late as to what this scene would look 
like, as well as the hardships this would 
place upon the Bates community. 
For starters, we would meet obvi¬ 
ous difficulties regarding personal hy¬ 
giene. While a lack of water would not 
change the bathing patterns of roughly 
half the population on campus, the rest 
of us would have to give up showers. 
We would suddenly be back in the 
Middle Ages, using perfume and body 
spray to mask the pervasive stench. 
We would have to brush our teeth 
and shave with no water, both painful 
procedures for those of you who have 
never tried. Commons would no longer 
have the facilities to wash our dishes. 
After meals, we would all have to bring 
our tableware outside and scour it with 
clumps of grass or moss. While this is 
an effective dishwashing method, the 
lawn on our beloved Quad would soon 
diminish. This would lead to a drastic 
decline in applications to Bates. On the 
bright side, this could help solve the 
current campus housing crisis. 
We would have to say goodbye to a 
few of our sports, including water polo, 
swimming and diving. The water polo 
teams would have to turn to regular 
polo. While polo and water polo have 
a commonality in name, I hear they are 
actually quite different, and our water 
polo players* might have difficulty ad¬ 
justing to playing on horseback with 
mallets. The swimming and diving team 
would fare even worse since there are 
no other sports they can easily relate 
to. Instead, they might be recruited to 
begin the long-demanded Bates cro¬ 
quet team. However, since Bates would 
no longer have any grass due to the 
aforementioned dish washing issue, 
this would also be problematic. 
Lake Andrews would stand as the 
last reservoir of water on campus. Since 
this algae-infested water would be the 
only water supply, we would have no 
choice but to unwillingly gulp it down 
and then watch our skin turn green and 
our hair fall out. Within a couple of 
weeks, this water would also be gone. 
Without the Puddle, many cherished 
Bates traditions would have to be laid 
to rest. The Puddle Jump would just 
not be the same without any ice. Also, 
the swim across the Puddle that serves 
as the climax to the Pub Crawl during 
Senior Week would have to be discon¬ 
tinued, though there is no doubt that 
several seniors, due to their inebriation 
would still try to swim across the empty 
crater that was once Lake Andrews. 
The most glaring problem with 
having no water on campus would be 
the issue of hydration. Without water to 
drink, we would have to turn to alter¬ 
native beverage sources. I predict this 
would lead to a 300 percent increase 
in alcohol consumption across the 
student body. If the drinking age has 
not already been lowered to 18 by this 
time, authorities would have to change 
the legislation if merely for practicality’s 
sake. We can’t have everyone breaking 
the law; that would just look bad. 
I only scratch the surface of poten¬ 
tial problems that await us when our 
water supply disappears. Rather than 
disclose every hindrance we will en¬ 
counter, perhaps it is better to ask what 
we can do to help this situation. Each 
of us can take small steps to cut down 
on water use. 
Eat fewer processed foods, which 
take more water to produce than natu¬ 
ral foods. Fill up the washers as much as 
you can when you wash your clothes. 
Don’t continuously run the water in the 
sink when washing dishes or brush¬ 
ing your teeth. Don’t throw unneces¬ 
sary things into the toilet - this adds 
water to every flush. And if your toilet 
won’t stop flushing, tell your custodian! 
Don’t take five-hour showers - your 
floor mates will also appreciate this 
one. Only take water that you intend 
to drink. If you have leftover water, do 
something with it like water plants. 
If you want to do more, you can go 
to www.flowthefilm.com/takeaction. 
This has a lot of other information, 
ideas and suggestions. A global water 
crisis may seem like an overwhelming 
problem - it is global, after all. But we 
can all do little things to chip in. If we 
don’t, things are not going to smell so 
great around here, and that should be 
reason enough to take action. 
mm 
700 
Billions of dollars President Bush proposed that Congress 
give him the authority to spend in order to bail out the fi¬ 
nancial industry. Bush has faced some criticism for the plan, 
which is funded by taxpayers. 
12,892 
Number of Chinese children reported ill due to consumption 
of melamine-tainted milk products. This is more than double 
the number of illnesses previously reported, eliciting nation¬ 
wide fear as to how widespread the contamination may be. 
13 
Number of cars John McCain currently owns. Two of these 
cars are foreign made, although McCain has previously stated 
that he only owns American cars. McCain’s wife and daugh¬ 
ter each drive their own car in addition to these. 
Number of cars Barack Obama owns. This car is a Ford Es¬ 
cape Hybrid. 
Source: cnn.com 
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Tuesday - Sunday 7am 
Welcome Back 
Bates Students! 
ewiston 777-SHOP 
-2pm (Breakfast only Sat. & Sun.) 
25% Discount! * 
Breakfasts 
great pancakes 
homemade combeef hash 
giant omelettes 
homemade sausage 
nutella-banana crepes 
Lunches 
under $5 after 11am 
Tuesday thru Friday 
great burgers 
mac n’ cheese 
hot chicken sandwich 
turkey club_ 
Evening Reservations 
and Catering 
for parties of 20+ 
people 
Pick your menu. 
You name it 
we got it! 
*Valid for one Bates student only; without coupon students receive 10% off; expires 10/15/08 
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Biodiesel Heat For Frye St. 
Raises a Moral Dilemma 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
As the world 
dwindles further and 
further away from the 
golden age of peak oil, the search for 
alternative energy sources has become 
an increasingly desperate cause. Biofuel, 
one of the most popular proposed alter¬ 
native energy solutions, seemed at first 
to be the perfect neutralizer of global 
climate change. The premise of biofuel, 
or fuel distilled from plant matter rather 
than fossil fuels, is that the amount of 
carbon released into the atmosphere 
through burning the fuel would be nul¬ 
lified by the amount of carbon absorbed 
by growing it. Since plants, unlike oil, 
are a renewable rather than finite natu¬ 
ral resource, biofuel appeared to be a 
sustainable alternative to guzzling regu¬ 
lar gas. 
However, like most easy-fix global 
warming solutions, biofuel soon proved 
to be much more complicated - and 
controversial - than its proponents 
originally imagined. In fact, scientists 
are now saying that the production of 
biofuel may actually produce twice the 
carbon emissions of simply consuming 
gasoline. This miscalculation was de¬ 
rived from the fact that previous stud¬ 
ies failed to take into account where the 
plants used to make biofuel - mainly 
corn, palm trees, sugarcane and soy¬ 
beans - would be grown. “It was as 
if the science world assumed biofuels 
would be grown in parking lots,” wrote 
Michael Grunwald of TIME. 
The unfortunate reality is that the 
expansion of biofuel agriculture has 
gone hand-in-hand with massive de¬ 
forestation. According to researches at 
Princeton University and the Nature 
Conservancy, deforestation is a double- 
edged sword in terms of carbon emis¬ 
sions since not only does the actual act 
of cutting and burning trees release car¬ 
bon into the atmosphere, but the crops 
that replace the natural forests and 
grasslands usually absorb much less 
carbon than what grew there previous¬ 
ly. Scientists estimate that it would take 
93 years of biofuel use to mitigate the 
effects of converting open land in the 
United States into corn ethanol crop¬ 
land. For the Amazonian rainforest, the 
“carbon debt” accrued by preparing the 
land for soybean biodiesel production 
is 320 years (TIME). 
In many places in the world, con¬ 
verting natural landscapes to cater to 
biofuel demands has already resulted 
in grievous effects on the environment. 
Indonesia, once 21st on the list of the 
world’s top carbon emitters, is now 
number three, as the country’s wilder¬ 
ness continues to be burned and bull¬ 
dozed to make way for the production 
of palm oil. Brazil, the home of more 
than half of the land area of the Amazon 
rainforest, which produces much of the 
world’s oxygen, now ranks right behind 
Indonesia as the world’s fourth top car¬ 
bon emitter. Deforestation accounts for 
most of Brazil’s carbon emissions and 
for 20 percent of all carbon emissions 
worldwide (TIME). These statistics sug¬ 
gest that, unless biofuel products are 
grown on land already cleared for ag¬ 
riculture, drivers are actually better off 
fueling up with petroleum. 
Another unexpected byproduct of 
biofuel is the degradation of the world’s 
oceans. Already, the nitrogen-rich fertil¬ 
izers used by farmers in the Midwest are 
making their way down the Mississippi 
River into the Gulf of Mexico where the 
chemicals spike algae growth, eventu¬ 
ally depleting the water of oxygen as 
the plants die and decompose. The re¬ 
sult is the Gulfs “dead zone” - currently 
the size of New Jersey, and growing - in 
which no sea life can survive (nytimes. 
com). Researchers from the University 
of British Columbia and the University 
of Wisconsin draw a direct connection 
between the production of corn-based 
ethanol and this dead zone, warning 
that nitrogen runoff will increase along¬ 
side the expansion of America’s very 
fertilizer-dependent corn industry. 
Aside from its environmental impact, 
the entire premise of biofuel - the idea 
of growing food for fuel - is incredibly 
controversial in light of the recent food 
crisis. According to the United Nation’s 
report on global agriculture, the produc¬ 
tion of biofuel is responsible for a third 
of the increase in the prices of vege¬ 
tables and grains worldwide. One U.N. 
food expert called the use of biofuel 
in a world of starving people a “crime 
against humanity” and Lester Brown of 
the Earth Policy Institute warned that the 
biofuel movement creates a dangerous 
rift between the rich and the poor - es¬ 
sentially a face-off between the world’s 
drivers and the world’s hungry. It is a 
bit disturbing to note that the amount of 
biofuel it takes to fill the tank of a sports 
utility vehicle just one time could feed 
a person for a year (TIME). Although 
we’d like to think that industrialized 
nations would choose feeding people 
over driving their cars, the relative in¬ 
difference of first-world consumers to 
global warming suggests that a world in 
which people die and cars chug on fuel 
may not be such a farfetched dystopia. 
Considering the environmental and 
humanitarian consequences, it seems 
clear that using food-based biofuel on a 
large scale is not a conscionable option. 
However, new research suggests that 
fuel distilled from plant matter might 
not be all bad - as lpng as that plant 
matter isn’t food. Cellulosic ethanol is 
a type of biofuel made from agricul¬ 
tural waste such as wood chips or the 
leftover sections of corn stalks, landfill 
waste such as paper or vegetables, or 
non-edible plants such as switch grass. 
In terms of efficiency, a study by sci¬ 
entists of the U.S. Department of Agri¬ 
culture indicates that switch grass yields 
540 percent more energy than the en¬ 
ergy used to grow it, meaning it is actu¬ 
ally vastly better than corn, which has a 
net yield of only 25 percent. Since most 
biofuel is currently derived from corn or 
sugarcane, a switch to cellulosic ethanol 
would be both a more resourceful and a 
more morally sound option. 
Potential difficulties with this new 
technology include the fact that it is 
much tougher to extract the energy 
from the cellulose molecules of switch 
grass as opposed to corn and sugarcane. 
Also, as researcher Stacy Bonos points 
out, just because switch grass could be 
grown on marginal land doesn’t mean 
it will be, and if wild switch grass does 
become a major agricultural crop, the 
product could still cause deforestation 
or infringe on arable farmlands. 
Even so, responsible cultivation of 
cellulosic biofuel such as switch grass is 
a very attractive option. In keeping with 
the premise of biofuel, cellulosic biofuel 
is not only a renewable natural resource, 
but it is also clean - studies show that 
carbon emissions from switch grass are 
94% lower than emissions from petro¬ 
leum (TIME). Switch grass based\biofuel 
also escapes some of the moral quanda¬ 
ries of biofuel derived from other types 
of plants: it requires minimal pesticides, 
can be grown on cleared land unfit for 
other farming, and does not force the 
impossible decision between feeding a 
person and a gas tank. 
Policy has in fact begun to reflect 
the important distinction between the 
general definition of biofuel and cel¬ 
lulosic biofuel. The European Parlia¬ 
ment, which in 2007 pledged to use 
10 percent biofuel at their pumps by 
2020, revised their promise this month 
to specify that 40 percent of this biofuel 
must not compete with food produc¬ 
tion. Similarly, the United States Con¬ 
gress recendy mandated that, by 2022, 
15 percent of the nation’s fuel - nearly 
21 billion gallons - must come from cel¬ 
lulosic sources (nytimes.com). 
Still, while these policy changes are 
steps in the right direction, making cel¬ 
lulosic biofuel just a percentage of total 
biofuel misses the mark. The social and 
environmental consequences are just 
too devastating to justify growing food 
for fuel. 
Interestingly, although Obama and 
McCain both view curbing dependence 
on foreign oil as a desperately important 
campaign issue, McCain is the one who 
makes the important distinction between 
cellulosic and regular biofuel. In light 
of the soaring food prices last spring, 
24 Republican senators including Mc¬ 
Cain advocated that the Environmental 
Protection Agency reduce or even drop 
the ethanol mandate, which requires a 
total of 9 billion gallons of ethanol to be 
blended into the country’s gas supply 
this year. In May, McCain backed a farm 
bill that gave a $1.01 credit on cellulosic 
ethanol while removing the credit for 
corn-based fuel, therefore supporting 
the revoking of economic incentives in 
favor of biofuel derived from food (Reu¬ 
ters). According to agricultural econo¬ 
mist Chad Hart, “Obama would sup¬ 
port a full-spectrum,” drawing no line 
between biofuel derived from inedible 
plants and biofuel derived from soy¬ 
bean oil or corn. 
Still, since the biofuel-friendly initia¬ 
tives in Congress have all been bipar¬ 
tisan, it is unclear whether either can¬ 
didate - if they did want to - would 
be able to curb the production of food- 
based biofuel. Growing fuel in the com 
fields of America’s backyard may just be 
too irresistible of an energy solution. 
However, as energy consumers, what 
we can do is educate ourselves about 
our choices and demand that no biofuel 
we use be produced at the expense of 
rainforests, oceans or - most important¬ 
ly - people. As reported in last week’s 
Student, a pilot program at Bates is ex¬ 
perimenting with using B-5 Biodiesel 
(petroleum mixed with five percent bio¬ 
fuel) to heat Frye Street houses. Unless 
this B-5 Biodiesel is made exclusively 
from cellulosic ethanol, this program is 
probably not as progressive as its name 
and should be reconsidered. 
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In Times of Stress, Prioritization can Mean Salvation 
JESSIE SAWYER 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
For me, the semester has just begun. 
Oh, I know classes started on Sept. 3. 
I’ve been to every single one. I’ve done 
three weeks of homework for the five 
courses I’m taking this semester. I’ve 
also already written 35 pages of my 
thesis. Whenever I tell my friends this, 
they groan and say I’m an overachiever. 
I, however, beg to differ. With all the 
time I devote to extracurricular activi¬ 
ties, I have already found myself over¬ 
whelmed. I’ve had enough of inhaling 
meals, bearing through sleep depriva¬ 
tion and illness and putting off that trip 
to the gym yet another week. It’s just not 
healthy, and I’m pulling myself out of it. 
I’m serious when I say my semester is 
just beginning. 
Over the past three weeks, yes, I’ve 
done all my work, but the hours I put 
into classes did not amount to how many 
hours went into extracurricular activities. 
This past week, 50 hours of my time was 
taken up by three jobs, The Student and 
an a cappella group. With little time after 
class to do homework and sleep, I often 
find myself scraping the bottom of the 
pan to get everything done in time. The 
weekends are just as bad. 
Before this turns into a sob story, 
let me mention that I’m not throwing a 
pit'' party. I’m bringing this up because 
I know that I’m not the only one in this 
situation. I walked past Smith the other 
day and heard someone talking about 
how they only got two hours of sleep be¬ 
cause of homework. Then, a girl in one 
of my classes talked about trying to get 
the deans to drop her lab requirement 
because she couldn’t fit it in. I bumped 
into another peer in the gym yesterday 
and she said that working out is her only 
“me” time. Maybe that’s what many of us 
are neglecting: “me time.” Most people 
on campus are involved in at least one 
extracurricular activity, and even those 
who aren’t are buried in mountains of 
work. I know that sleeping is often the 
only time I devote to myself, and getting 
only four to eight hours a night of it is 
not enough. 
It’s easy to let work dictate how 
much sleep you get or how stressed you 
are. Unfortunately, it’s unhealthy to let 
that happen. You lose control of your 
schedule and then sometimes feel like 
you’ve lost control over everything. You 
don’t have time for a leisurely lunch with 
your friends. Your nutrition worsens as 
you go to Commons to grab a handful of 
food-to-go. Sometimes it is necessary to 
skip meals altogether to get work done. 
It often seems like your friends have dis¬ 
appeared because they are just as busy 
as you are. All you want to do is hiber¬ 
nate for the rest of the semester to get 
your energy back. As hard as it can be 
f*o balance an overflow of assignment^ 
with going to the daily soccer practice, 
choir rehearsal or whatever it may be, all 
hope is not lost. 
Last Wednesday, still recovering 
from my near all-nighter in the news¬ 
room two days beforehand, 1 surpris¬ 
ingly found myself at the gym the next 
day, hoping to eliminate stress. While I 
cycled, I did some reading for my Span¬ 
ish class so that I could be productive 
and treat my body well. I then had a 
30-minute conversation with my best 
friend from home, did some French 
homework and took a leisurely shower. 
I met a couple of the girls for dinner. 
While one of my friends said she was 
concerned about my sleeping schedule, 
I told her not to worry, because despite 
my fatigue, I actually felt a lot better. It 
would seem like I didn’t spend much 
time doing work, but that was only be¬ 
cause this time I was on top of things 
and wasn’t rushing to finish reading up 
until class time. I also gave myself some 
overdue “me time.” 
Although it is often hard to find the 
time to fulfill all of our commitments, it 
is important to allot some time for your¬ 
self. Exercising is one solution. But, if 
you’re not the athletic type, I’m sure you 
have other hobbies. Watch part of your 
favorite movie. Spend an hour in Com¬ 
mons catching up with friends. Take a 
long nap. Go to bed early for once. If 
you’re sick, don’t use work and endless 
rehearsals as an excuse for not going 
to the doctor. Stay well-hydrated. Take 
care of your body. And have some fun. 
Seniors, this is the last time we will ever 
live this lifestyle. Believe me; I know we 
have a lot of work and a lot of thinking 
to do about what we want to do after 
college. However, I think we would all 
regret it if our only memory of senior 
year was late nights in a library nook and 
thesis. Fulfill all your commitments, but 
allow yourself to go out on weekends 
and socialize with your friends. If you 
have to pencil that time in, go ahead. 
Maybe even plan ahead so that you can 
make it to the Girl Talk concert. 
As dorky as it sounds, it does help 
to get a jump start on an essay a week 
before it’s due or read ahead. Say you 
have 200 pages of reading for your semi¬ 
nar due a week from today. If you read 
20 pages a night before bed, you’re up 
to 140 pages. For an essay on the read¬ 
ing, pick out your quotes, jot down your 
main points and then write a page a day. 
This summer, I wrote at least a page per 
day of my thesis. Although having 35 
pages done sounds like a lot, it wasn’t 
too painful when I broke it up. Some¬ 
times you just need to get ahead to keep 
up. Granted, there will always be times 
when you wish you didn’t need sleep 
to function or when you need more 
hours in the day just to catch up on your 
work. 
For those days, prioritize on what 
w',;rk you need to get done. If you have 
the choice between reading 10 pages 
of literary criticism and a lab write-up, 
pick the lab and read the criticism later. 
Do the work that needs to be handed 
in first. If you miss a reading and aren’t 
going to cover it in a later class, skip it 
and focus on the reading for your next 
class, or do a portion of the reading to 
get an idea of what the writer’s point 
is. In a psychology text book, read the 
chapter summary instead of the entire 
chapter. If your teacher comes up with 
specific questions on the reading, look 
over the questions first so that you know 
what to focus on. Participate as much 
as you can in class based on previous 
discussion and what you know about 
the topic. Listen to what your peers are 
saying and comment on the themes they 
bring up. By getting involved in class 
discussions to the extent that you can, 
your professor will understand your de¬ 
votion to the subject even if you haven’t 
read all of the pages in depth. 
I’m not encouraging slackin or telling 
the student body how to coast through " 
college. This approach is meant only 
for emergencies. Try to get all of your 
work done on time and do it well. But 
if you do find yourself behind, prioriti¬ 
zation can help keep you at sea level 
without sinking into the great depths of 
academia. It’s important to work hard, 
but it’s also important to enjoy yourself. 
Remember, don’t let school get in the 
way of learning anrjjife. r,' 
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News in Brief 
“Ethnomathematician” Links Mathematics 
and Culture in Annual Sampson Lecture 
MATT MARIENTHAL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
RACHEL HASTINGS 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Ubiratan D’Ambrosio, an acclaimed 
Brazilian professor who pioneered the 
field of ethnomathematics, delivered 
Bates’ annual Sampson lecture on the 
topic “Ethnomathematics in a Global 
World” on Thursday, Sept. 18. 
The Sampson lecture, which 
brings a prominent mathematician to 
Bates each year, was founded in mem¬ 
ory of Richard W. Sampson, professor 
emeritus at Bates, and was sponsored 
this year by the Department of Math¬ 
ematics and the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs. 
D’Ambrosio, an expert in math 
history and education, has received 
prestigious awards in both fields and 
is the president of both the Brazilian 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Because of faculty legislation that 
states that there are specific holidays 
on which exams cannot fall, winter 
break will last roughly four weeks this 
year. Fall semester final exams end at 
12:30 in the afternoon on December 
13th. Winter semester classes com¬ 
mence on January 12th. 
While the longer break comes at 
a time of rising gas prices, the cor¬ 
relation “is more the convergence of 
coincidence than any attempt to solve 
a different issue,” said Mary Meserve, 
Registrar at the Office of the Registrar 
and Academic Systems. 
The Committee on Curriculum 
and Calendar determines the aca- 
Society of the History of Mathematics 
and the Institute for Future Studies, 
which is based in Austria. 
Peter Wong, a member of the 
mathematics faculty, opened the lec¬ 
ture with the question “What is eth¬ 
nomathematics?” He informed the 
audience that “If you [Google] it, be 
aware...there are a lot of pages...and 
if you look carefully you will see the 
same name over and over again.” 
D’Ambrosio, who coined the term, 
defined it as “the study of how math¬ 
ematics is done in different cultures,” 
stipulating that it is not merely an 
ethnographic exercise but a “transdis¬ 
ciplinarian and transcultural research 
program in the history and philoso¬ 
phy of mathematics” that emphasizes 
the “social, emotional and pedagogi¬ 
cal implications” of math. 
D’Ambrosio argued that “the spiri- 
demic calendar six years in advance. 
Faculty members are not allowed to 
schedule exams on certain religious 
holidays, such as Passover and Good 
Friday, which fall on April 9th and 
10th, respectively, this year. 
Traditionally, the academic year 
begins as close to Labor Day as pos¬ 
sible. “This year it was September 1st, 
so we started on Wednesday the 3rd. 
That led to a particularly early finish 
for finals in December,” Meserve said. 
Fall semester’s early finish combined 
with winter semester’s late start re¬ 
sulted in a gain of one week for break 
this winter. 
Because breaks are dictated by 
the calendar, “next year, it might be 
a two-week break. And Bates is al¬ 
ways going to be different from most 
tual component of doing math is still 
very strong,” and explained that math 
can be found in every culture because 
it is a product of the human quest for 
understanding the nature of the world, 
a theme he returned to throughout his 
lecture. 
In today’s global world, D’Ambrosio 
emphasized the importance of under¬ 
standing not only the technological 
and scientific importance of math but 
also the importance of the contribu¬ 
tions of particular cultures. 
He argued, “You do not have a 
fixed place to say ‘this is the origin of 
mathematics,”’ and therefore the tra¬ 
ditional focus on the contributions of 
famous Greeks is unfair and mislead¬ 
ing. In math education in particular, 
he declared, “It is important to recog¬ 
nize the contribution of the common 
man.” 
institutions in terms of having Short 
Term at the end, [which] means we 
have to start in January as early as we 
can, so we can get Short Term in May,” 
explained Meserve. 
Although gas prices do not de¬ 
termine the academic calendar, the 
Physical Plant does take them into 
account. “We take measures to con¬ 
serve energy while a majority of the 
population is not on campus. In ad¬ 
dition, given that there are less people 
on campus during a break we typical¬ 
ly see a savings in the amount of en¬ 
ergy used. Because of the rise in gas 
and oil prices we are in the process of 
considering other measures that may 
help to increase our energy savings,” 
Co-Director of the Physical Plant Pam 
Wichroski wrote in an e-mail. 
The state of Maine has two elector¬ 
al votes in this year’s tight presidential 
election, which are distributed in a very 
unique manner. While the vast major¬ 
ity of the states in the union adhere to 
a “winner takes all” policy, Maine splits 
its votes. 
The state is divided into two con¬ 
gressional districts. The first congres¬ 
sional district is limited to Portland and 
the surrounding area, and is almost 
guaranteed for Obama, but the second 
congressional district, which accounts 
for the rest of the state, is up for grabs. 
Since Lewiston falls into the second 
congressional district Batesie ballots 
could play an important role in the out¬ 
come of this year’s election. 
In response to the importance of 
our district, both the Bates Democrats 
and the Bates Republicans are working 
hard to support their candidates. Bren¬ 
dan O’Brien ’ll is the president of the 
Bates Republicans, as well as the secre¬ 
tary of the Maine College Republicans, 
who are based in Augusta. Lately, he 
has been focusing on recruiting Bates 
students to volunteer at Victory 2008, 
John McCain’s office on Lisbon Street 
in Lewiston. 
O’Brien has had a difficult time 
convincing students to volunteer. He 
stated, “It’s much easier to get volun¬ 
teers from state schools than liberal 
arts colleges.” O’Brien attributed this 
to better organization and leadership at 
places such as the University of Maine. 
Nonetheless, there have still been 
several students that have volunteered 
their time and energy to electing John 
McCain. They mostly phone bank dur¬ 
ing the week and canvass on the week¬ 
ends. 
On the Republican side there has 
not been a strong push for voter reg¬ 
istration because, as O’Brien said, “the 
Democrats are already doing a pretty 
good job of that.” O’Brien seemed 
very excited to continue fighting for the 
candidate who he believes will “reduce 
government spending" and do away 
with unnecessary legislation. He want¬ 
ed to stress that “every little bit helps,” 
and there are endless opportunities to 
volunteer. 
Daniel Gimbel TO, President of 
the Bates Democrats, is working just 
as hard to get Barack Obama into the 
White House. He has been focusing 
his efforts on inspiring volunteers and 
voter registration. Fellow Democrats 
have been anxious to register their 
peers, regardless of their political af¬ 
filiations. Gimbel said that the tabling 
schedules filled up faster than he could 
have imagined. Barack supporters can 
volunteer either at Obama’s Campaign 
for Change office across the river in 
Auburn or at the Maine Democratic 
Party’s office in Lewiston. 
There are also several students who 
are interning directly with Obama’s 
Campaign for Change. This involves 
working 10 hours a week either on 
campus or at the local office. 
This past Saturday the Democrats 
hosted an event called Campus Inva¬ 
sion in which students from all across 
the state came to Lewiston/Aubum to 
canvass for Barack Obama and Joe 
Biden (See INVASION, Page 1A). Those 
who volunteered were able to attend 
the Jefferson-Jackson Dinner, an an¬ 
nual Democratic fundraising event. . 
Henry Parker TO, Rob Friedland- 
er TO and Anna Abelson ’ll are tak¬ 
ing the semester off to do fieldwork 
for Obama. Both were very active in 
Obama’s primary campaign at Bates 
and in the surrounding communities. 
There are some adamant advocates 
on campus for both Obama and Mc¬ 
Cain, but those who are truly passion¬ 
ate about the elections are frustrated 
by some of the indifference they have 
observed with the student body. They 
urge students to remember that they 
do not have to wait until November to 
support a candidate. 
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Celebrating Fall at the Common Ground Fair 
Sustainable Bates Offers 
Alternative Transport 
ERICA ONG 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
For many students, bringing a car 
from home, whether it is “just outside 
Boston” or beyond the outer reaches 
of New England, is worth the ex¬ 
penses towards maintenance, repairs, 
gas, insurance, parking spots, parking 
tickets, and the obligation to drive 
people places on the weekend. For 
others, Bates has provided options 
such as the Bates Bike Co-op and 
a partnership with Zipcar, both of 
which provide a mode of transporta¬ 
tion and recreation for students, staff 
and faculty in and around campus - 
so no one will be without wheels. 
For an annual fee of $10 students 
can receive membership to use one 
of the blue cruiser bikes marked 
with “Sustainable Bates” lettering. For 
a rental cost of $7 an hour, plus a 
$35 annual membership fee, students 
have access to a Toyota Prius, com¬ 
plete with gas, insurance and a prime 
parking space on the Bates campus. 
Both options are cost effective and 
environmentally-friendly. 
Last year, the Sustainable Bates 
program purchased ten cruiser bikes 
from L.L. Bean to start the Bike Co¬ 
op, a program that provides an eco¬ 
logically and economically viable al¬ 
ternative to the the automobile. 
Membership to the Co-op is lim¬ 
ited to 20 people at a time to ensure 
availability. However, Julie Rosen- 
bach, the College’s Environmental 
Coordinator, is looking into mem¬ 
bership expansion for the spring. “I 
would like to increase our number of 
bikes so that they are all around cam¬ 
pus as people need them - visible 
and available. I think it’s a useful tool 
for short trips on and around campus. 
We should not be using cars for such 
short trips.” 
Also in 2007, Bates signed a joint 
partnership with Zipcar, the world’s 
largest and fastest growing car shar¬ 
ing service. “As it turned out, we were 
the first college or organization in the 
state to have a Zipcar program. Now 
the University of Maine, Bowdoin, 
Colby and others have programs as 
well,” said Assistant Dean of Students 
Keith Tannenbaum. 
Initially, the Zipcar program ran 
into a few difficulties, such as getting 
license plates from the state and deal¬ 
ing with the fall and summer breaks, 
when so few people were on cam¬ 
pus to use the cars. It has since come 
full circle and is off to a successful 
start to its second year. “We have al¬ 
ready gained over 30 new members, 
and now have almost 300 members 
at Bates,” Tannenbaum said. This 
year, new members will receive rent¬ 
al credit worth the application fee of 
$35 to use within their first month. 
Members must be associated with the 
college, 18 or older, and have a clean 
driving record to apply. 
“It’s about ‘right-sized’ transpor¬ 
tation,” said Rosenbach. The Bike 
Co-op and the Zipcar program fit the 
college’s criteria of sustainability. “We 
don’t need our individual cars every 
day any more than we need individu¬ 
al lawnmowers,” she added. 
The College is also exploring 
other ventures and policies to further 
encourage sustainable living, such as 
“an intercollegiate ride board for car- 
pools, offering on-campus vacation 
alternatives and offering subsidies for 
public transportation,” said Rosen¬ 
bach. In addition, Student Activities 
offers weekly bus trips to a variety 
of locations .in and around Maine, a 
weekend shuttle to popular locations 
in Lewiston and Auburn and a bus 
to Boston for $10 several times per 
year. 
Student Government Unveils 
Interactive Web Interface 
HILLARY BOK 
STAFF WRITER 
Bates College Stu¬ 
dent Government mem¬ 
bers were able to catch a peek at the 
new web interface created over the 
summer at the first meeting of the se¬ 
mester on Sept. 22. 
Still in its beta form, “Bates Central” 
is a way for BCSG members to improve 
communication between the BCSG 
and the student body. The site was de¬ 
signed to improve efficiency. There are 
a number of new features on the site 
for students and government members 
to use. 
“Our goal is not only to know what 
the students are thinking, but also for 
them to know that we are there to rep¬ 
resent them,” said Felix Radford ’ll, 
secretary of the RA. “Hopefully Bates 
Central will improve participation.” 
Anyone with a Bates user ID and 
password will be able to access Bates 
Central. Student Government officers 
will have the ability to keep blogs for 
students to read and even comment 
on if they choose. Additionally, BCSG 
Meeting Minutes will be available for 
students to view each week. There is 
also a place to check upcoming events 
and even a Marketplace page for stu¬ 
dents to use. 
“Can I just say that I am blown 
away at this new website,” BCSG Presi¬ 
dent Paul Suitter ’09 said. 
In addition to unveiling “Bates 
Central” on Monday night, the Student 
Government voted to elect Chris Hem- 
berger ’09 as an alternate for the Stu¬ 
dent Conduct Committee as well as to 
appoint new members to the Organiza¬ 
tional Review Board. 
Next week, BCSG will elect officers 
for the Representative Assembly. 
Spear Phishing Targets College 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Help Desk Services recognized an 
e-mail scam seeking to obtain students’ 
usernames and passwords and moved 
quickly to neutralize the threat last week. 
The e-mail was sent with the subject “Ac¬ 
count Expires in 4 Days” and requested 
private information in order to stop the 
expiration. 
“The college is frequently targeted for 
phishing attempts or spear phishing at¬ 
tempts,” according to Lee Desiderio, Man¬ 
ager of Help Desk. 
Phishing is “the practice of luring un¬ 
suspected Internet users to a fake Web 
site,” according to Dictionary.com. Spear 
phishing, which last week’s e-mail was, 
represents a particularly threatening at¬ 
tack since it targets people using informa¬ 
tion that is very familiar to them. 
The Help Desk has measures in place 
to protect against such e-mails, such as 
Sophos Pure Message, which students 
might recognize as e-mails with the sub¬ 
ject heading [PMX:#]. The number of 
pound signs following “PMX” represents 
how likely it is that the e-mail is spam. 
“The scary part about spam phishing 
is that it looks legitimate. One of the last 
messages we got looked really real. It 
hit close to home. Sometimes when you 
get message[s], they’re not well worded 
[or] the grammar is very choppy. But this 
last one was very well done. And what 
they’re trying to do is get your username 
and password, so they can do other 
things with it,” Desiderio said. 
“But what could someone do with 
your Webmail information?” students may 
wonder. “It all depends on the individu¬ 
al,” explained Desiderio. “For example, if 
you were to do some on-line purchases, 
or if you were to mail a parent... and 
say here’s my credit card number, or you 
have a parent who is filling out a form on 
your behalf and they ask for your Social 
Security Number... and once [phishers] 
have that, they can easily impersonate 
you as well as steal your identity. It’s that 
easy, that simple.” 
Help Desk Services tries to publicize 
to students the fact that it will never ask 
for a username and password. If a stu¬ 
dent is required to change their password, 
as is customarily done at the beginning of 
every academic year, they are linked to 
the Bates homepage and the Bates pass¬ 
word manager, but never to a third-party 
website. 
It is impossible for the Help Desk to 
know how many people received the 
phishing e-mail; it could be 100, 1000, or 
just a few. “And one of the things we 
attempt to do is, once we find out about 
it, we block that e-mail address. So if 
somebody tries to reply to that message, 
we block it so individuals can’t send over 
their username or password. But some¬ 
times it may be days before that happens 
or days before we even find out,” Desid¬ 
erio said. 
Of course, it is difficult for the Help 
Desk to figure out when a phishing e- 
mail message has been sent out. It wasn’t 
until a student, who replied to the mes¬ 
sage, called the Help Desk saying “I’ve 
done what you asked, now what” that 
they were able to analyze the message 
and discover its fraudulence. 
“Usually there is someone who re¬ 
plies to these messages whenever there 
is an attack. So it’s not uncommon for 
people to reply to them,” said Desidero. 
The replies do not come overwhelmingly 
from inexperienced first-years. 
Protection from phishing remains an 
important task for all students and fac¬ 
ulty. “One of the best things to protect 
yourself is to call us and ask ‘is this legit?”’ 
Desierdo said. 
Admissions Welcomes Senior Fellows 
ALEXANDRA KELLY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
Twelve members of the class of 2009 
were announced last week as the Senior 
Admissions Fellows for 2008-09. The 
program, in its eleventh year, selects stu¬ 
dents from the senior class to meet with 
prospective students and their families, 
lead information sessions, and most im¬ 
portantly, conduct a large percentage of 
the on-campus interviews that go on dur¬ 
ing the fall semester. 
The Senior Admissions Fellows for 
this year are Leah Citrin, Donelle Dur¬ 
ham, Tatum Fraites, Alex Jorge, Linda 
Lam, Amy Lareau, Jake Lewis, Jen Mar¬ 
lowe, AdamRatner, Lexy Smith, Gabriella 
Vannoni and Charlotte Weidlein. 
Associate Dean of Admissions Jared 
Cash ’04, the director of the Senior Ad¬ 
missions Fellows program, said that the 
fellows are “such great examples in all 
kinds of areas,” including study abroad, 
thesis and fellowships. Of the 12 fellows, 
10 studied abroad and 10 are either dou¬ 
ble majors or have a major with a second¬ 
ary concentration. 
For the last two weeks, Admissions 
Fellows have undergone extensive train¬ 
ing, including learning professional pro¬ 
tocol and how to handle the extremely 
confidential nature of interviews. They 
have shadowed deans during interviews 
and will begin conducting interviews of 
their own this week. 
During the fall semester, fellows will 
interview potential applicants using the 
same protocol employed by alumni and 
the deans of admissions. In the admis¬ 
sions process, each type of interview is 
evaluated in the same way. By the end 
of the semester, each Admissions Fellow 
will have interviewed at least 50 potential 
applicants. In the winter, they will lead 
information sessions for visiting students 
and their families. 
Leah Citrin became interested in the 
position after conversations with previ¬ 
ous Admissions Fellows. “I’m excited to 
have the prospect of recruiting the next 
classes of Bates,” she said. She pointed 
out that one of the greatest advantages 
of having students conduct interviews is 
their place in the current student body. 
“Since we’re integrated into the com¬ 
munity, we’re more connected, in some 
ways,” said Citrin. 
Lexy Smith felt the same way. “The 
ability to picture someone at Bates or not 
comes more easily to students,” she said. 
“Can I see this person next to me in Com¬ 
mons, or in one of my classes?” 
At the same time, “Professionalism 
is stressed. You’re not there to relate 
to them, you’re there as an ambassador 
of the school,” Smith noted. “In a weird 
way, you’re kind of being interviewed as 
well.” 
The Deans of Admissions value the 
Senior Admissions Fellows not only for 
their help in interviewing the thousands 
of applicants each year, but also for their 
individual perspectives on the college. 
That “added value that they bring to the 
office beyond their job description,” said 
Cash, is useful for the deans when they 
are talking about Bates. Telling the fel¬ 
lows’ stories “helps us explain Bates with 
a more personal side behind the facts,” 
he said. “They’ve really kind of become 
the life of the office for us.” 
“It’s exciting for us in this office to be 
injected with fresh ideas and fresh sto¬ 
ries,” said Associate Dean of Admissions 
Johanna Farrar’03. “They let us tap into 
what Bates is. It adds a lot of authenticity 
to our process.” 
Cash finds it “refreshing” to see a dif¬ 
ferent style of evaluation in fellows’ write¬ 
ups of interviews. “They really share the 
applicant’s voice through their write-up,” 
he said. “It’s kind of nice, looking for¬ 
ward to the fellows’ write-ups. They add 
the perspective of being a student.” 
Potential applicants appreciate the 
contact with current students, too. “We 
get a tremendous response from pro¬ 
spective students who interview with fel¬ 
lows,” said Farrar. 
The “conversion rate,” or percentage 
of interviewees who later submit an ap¬ 
plication, is as much as 10 percent higher 
among students who interview with the 
Senior Admissions Fellows rather than 
with deans or alumni. 
This type of position does not exist 
for students at most colleges and uni¬ 
versities. “For one thing, we value the 
interview more than probably any other 
college in the country, which means that 
we conduct a ton more interviews and 
need help,” said Farrar. She explained 
that Bates Admissions is “good at being 
progressive, on the cusp, making chang¬ 
es. 'That’s how we operate, putting a lot 
of trust in seniors in college.” 
Smith pointed out that “this is not your 
average campus job,” and that it involves 
a level of professionalism and responsi¬ 
bility that does not necessarily come with 
many student activities. “It speaks to the 
ways in which students can get involved 
in their lives at Bates, that they can have 
a hand in selecting future classes,” she 
said. “It reflects well on the college that 
Admissions trusts students with this kind 
of responsibility.” 
Fellows apply in the spring of their 
junior years and are selected after inter¬ 
views at the beginning of the fall semes¬ 
ter. Though many of the Senior Admis¬ 
sions Fellows have done extensive work 
in the Admissions Office in their previous 
years at Bates, it is not a requirement for 
the position. 
Instead, deans of admissions look for 
strong candidates who have been actively 
involved in college activities and show ex¬ 
citement about the position. “They need 
to approach it with energy but come at it 
from a professional standpoint, too,” said 
Farrar. “We’re looking for people who 
have done great things on campus, with 
as many different corners of campus rep¬ 
resented as possible.” 
Winter and Short Term Student Conduct Committee Case Summaries 
Charge: A student was charged with academic dishonesty by virtue of plagiarizing their final 
exam. 
Date. February 4, 2008 
Outcome: The student was found guilty of the charge. The student was placed on suspension effective Fall 
2008 semester, eligible to return Winter 2009 semester. Furthermore, the student is not allowed on the Bates 
campus during the suspension period without special permission from the Dean of Students Office. 
Charge: A student was charged with unacceptable social behavior by virtue of the distribution of 
illegal narcotics and possession of drug paraphernalia on or about March 5,2008. 
Date: April 3, 2008 
Outcome: A Disposition by Agreement was accepted by the co-chairs of the Student Conduct Committee. 
The elements of the agreement stipulate that the student was suspended effective Short Term 2008, eligible to 
return Fall 2009 semester. Furthermore, the student is not allowed on the Bates campus during the suspen¬ 
sion period without special permission from the Dean of Students Office. 
Charge: A student was charged with unacceptable social behavior by virtue of operating a motor 
vehicle while under the influence of alcohol on October 28, 2007. 
Date: April 4, 2008 
Outcome: A Disposition by Agreement was accepted by the co-chairs of the Student Conduct Committee. 
The elements of the agreement stipulate that the student was placed on probation for the remainder of their 
academic career at Bates College with a one year suspension held in abeyance if found guilty by the Student 
Conduct Committee of any future acts of dangerous and disorderly conduct. In addition, the student loses 
campus parking privileges for the remainder of their career at Bates. 
Charge: A student was charged with unacceptable social behavior by virtue of being in possession 
of and selling marijuana on or about March 5, 2008. 
Date: April 4, 2008 
Outcome: A Disposition by Agreement was accepted by the co-chairs of the Student Conduct Committee. 
The elements of the agreement stipulate that the student was suspended for Short Term 2008, eligible to 
return Fall 2008 semester. This disposition will also be treated as a strike for the purposes of the student’s 
disciplinary record. 
Charge: A student was charged with academic misconduct by virtue of plagiarizing a paper. 
Date: May 7, 2008 
Outcome: A Disposition by Agreement was accepted by the co-chairs of the Student Conduct Committee. 
The elements of the agreement stipulate probation for the remainder of the student’s Bates career with a one 
year’s suspension held in abeyance if found guilty by the Student Conduct Committee of any future acts of 
academic misconduct. Furthermore, the student is prohibited from participating in any and/or all extracur¬ 
ricular activities from September 1, 2008 through September 19, 2008. 
Charge: A student was charged with academic dishonesty by virtue of plagiarizing a paper. 
Date: May 19, 2008 
Outcome: The student was found guilty of the charge. The student was put on probation for the rest of 
their Bates career with a one semester suspension held in abeyance if found guilty by the Student Conduct 
Committee of any future acts of academic misconduct. 
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The Elephant 
in the Room 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS 
EDITOR 
“Bates Football is Terri- 
" That was going to be 
the headline of this column. Not because 
I believe it’s the truth or because I am 
going to attempt to argue that thesis, but 
because I think it would be a good way 
to snare a couple of extra readers. Also, 
wouldn’t it be fun to crouch in the up¬ 
per mezzanine in Commons on Tuesday 
night and watch the absolute bedlam 
that would ensue as each member of the 
football team picked up the paper? “Mac 
King? MAC KING! I swear to God I am 
going to smash that kid’s face so far into 
his head he’s going to be able to see all 
the way into tomorrow.” 
Okay. Let’s take a deep breath. 
Things got a little crazy back there. Why 
don’t we fetch a steaming mug of green 
tea sweetened with a tablespoon or two 
of clover honey, find a comfortable seat 
and open our minds before making any 
rash decisions. If you are a) slated to 
receive a varsity letter for football this 
autumn, b) not amused with my previ¬ 
ous jokes, c) in a current state best char¬ 
acterized as big and angry or d) all of 
the above, I want you to know that I do 
not live at 91 Elm Street and if I did live 
there, I would keep all the doors of the 
house locked at all times and two killer 
Pitbulls chained to the front porch. Also, 
please keep reading. 
This is not an opinion piece blasting 
the football team. I remember in the fall 
of my freshman year, someone wrote a 
forum article calling for the disbandment 
of Bates’-football program. At the time, I 
found the article, its author and his thesis 
so pathetic that I decided right then and 
there that I probably had what it took to 
write for the paper. 
With that being said, for those read¬ 
ers who don’t play Bates football I want 
to clarify that I don’t have any friends 
on the football team to defend and that 
I am not trying to make any by writing 
this column. 
Since I have been at Bates, the suc¬ 
cess of the school’s gridiron gang has 
been a sort of elephant in the room for 
the sports section of the Bates Student. 
Much of this has to do with the school’s 
size and the relative lack of repute of 
the Student. If I am at USC, I know I 
don’t have to worry about Rey Maualuga 
knocking on my door and then knock- 
See STOP PICKING, B3 
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Trinity 17, Bates 7 
JORDYN SIMS/THE TRINITY TRIPOD/COURTESY PHOTO 
Trinity sophomore Harry Melendez receives a punt. Melendez had five returns for 35 yards in Trinity’s 17-7 win. His longest return was 12 yards. 
ERIC ARMSTRONG 
STAFF WRITER 
Bobcat football opened their sea¬ 
son Saturday with a close 17-7 loss 
to Trinity. 
The game marked the teams’ first 
match-up since 2005 and the inaugu¬ 
ral Bates visit to Jessee/Miller Field, 
where the Bantams are currently rid¬ 
ing a 27-game winning streak. Trin¬ 
ity secured an early 10-0 lead in the 
first half, which they increased to 
17-0 with only 6:50 remaining in the 
fourth quarter. Despite the grim situa¬ 
tion, Bates rallied with a 70-yard drive 
culminating in a 20-yard touchdown 
pass to Mark Flaherty ’09 by Quarter¬ 
back Ryan Katon ’ll. 
Bates’ offense had several note¬ 
worthy plays. Alternating between 
playing wide receiver and taking 
snaps at quarterback, Tom Beaton ’10 
completed 5 of 6 passes and led the 
team with 21 yards of rushing on 3 
carries. In addition to his first career 
touchdown, Flaherty had a career 
high of 5 catches for 54 yards. Junior 
tight end Sean Wirth caught 8 balls 
for 40 yards. 
On defense, Myles Walker ’ll 
made 12 tackles in his first collegiate 
start. Additionally, Coleman Peeke ’09 
made 7 tackles and Chris Hertz ’09 
had a career-high of 6 tackles. 
Safety Kyle McAllister ’10 was 
named NESCAC Football Defensive 
Player of the Week due to his incred¬ 
ible performance at Saturday’s game. 
McAllister made a game-high 13 tack¬ 
les, picked off a pass and returned it 
for 25 yards, and recovered a Trinity 
fumble. McAllister is the first Bobcat 
to receive the honor since Terrence 
Ryan ’07 in Nov. 2005. McAllister had 
6 interceptions in 2007. 
Bantam running backs Oliver 
Starnes ’10 and Robert Jackson ’10 
combined for 172 yards on the ground 
in the contest. 
Trinity had 19 first downs to Bates’ 
13. The Bantams converted on 5 of 
13 third down opportunities, while 
the Bobcats converted 4 of 15. Trinity 
outrushed the Bobcats 172-35 yards. 
Bates passed for 164 yards. Trinity 
passed for 164 yards. Bates punted 7 
times to Trinity’s 3. Bo'h teams com¬ 
mitted 6 penalties and time of posses¬ 
sion on the day was nearly equal. 
The team will play at Tufts this 
Saturday, with the first home game 
of the season on Oct. 4 against 
Williams. 
A Real Batesie 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
New Head Squash Coach Patrick Cosquer ’97 is looking to help Bates squash 
reach their full potential. 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
It is safe to say that Bates’ squash pro¬ 
gram is one of the Athletic Department’s 
strongest points. Last year, the men fin¬ 
ished the season ranked ninth in the coun¬ 
try, while the women ranked 12th. Such 
dominance is made more impressive by 
the fact that Bates squash competes at the 
Division I level. 
Unfortunately, it is also safe to say that 
the majority of the student body couldn’t 
tell you where the squash teams practice 
and compete. 
How can it be that such a talented 
team often goes unnoticed? This is the 
question Patrick Cosquer ’97 - Bates’ new 
squash coach - seeks to answer. Cosquer 
believes answering this question is one of 
his jobs as the new head coach. He is sure 
that if he can get more students at Bates to 
recognize the success of this outstanding 
team, their support will ultimately end up 
promoting the reputation of the college. 
As a four-year member of Bates’ base¬ 
ball and squash teams, Cosquer knows 
the ins and outs of what it’s like to be a 
student-athlete at Bates - so much sp, Cos¬ 
quer says, that it feels like he never left. 
Cosquer admits that a lot has changed 
since he graduated just over 10 years ago. 
The squash program has become much 
more competitive and has a much broader 
recruiting base. Bates itself is more selec¬ 
tive, and Cosquer believes that if he were 
to apply today he probably wouldn’t get 
in. 
That’s not to say that he wouldn’t want 
to be here. Cosquer sees how things like 
new Commons and the Alumni Walk show 
that the school is concerned with meeting 
student needs. 
It would seem that Bates is also com¬ 
mitted to athletics. Located a mere four 
miles off campus, the squash facility that 
Cosquer and the squash athletes use is 
spacious, clean and technologically up-to- 
date. Especially now, thanks to Cosquer, 
who spent one of his days off installing 
a series of video cameras that will allow 
the squash athletes to review videotape 
of themselves playing. This, he believes, 
is the best way they can leam from their 
mistakes as well as reinforce their positive 
habits when playing. 
In 1998, Cosquer led Northwestern 
University men’s squash team to the Chaf¬ 
fee Division Trophy. He has taught squash 
at various summer camps including Bow- 
doin College,. Brown University and the 
World Scholar-Athlete games. Cosquer 
coached squash at Portsmouth Abbey 
School in Portsmouth, R.I. and acted as as¬ 
sistant squash professional at the Newport 
Squash Club. In 2004, he returned home to 
New Jersey to work as an assistant squash 
professional at the Chatham Club, where 
he first began playing squash. He also ad¬ 
ministered junior clinics at the Montclair 
YMCA and the Wayne YWHA. 
Most recently, Cosquer acted as the di¬ 
rector of StreetSquash, a project based in 
Harlem, N.Y., which combines academic 
tutoring, community service, mentoring 
and college preparation with squash in¬ 
struction. It was his work at StreetSquash 
that has inspired Cosquer, in conjunction 
with the Harward Center, to create the 
Aspirations Squash Enrichment Program. 
This afterschool program will mimic the 
StreetSquash program he worked at in 
Harlem and will welcome boys, and soon 
girls, primarily from the Somali population 
of Lewiston/Aubum, to Bates’ squash fa¬ 
cilities. There they will receive help with 
their homework and leam how to play 
squash. 
“These kids were transplanted here 
with no frame of reference, no idea of 
what Bates is and why it’s here,” said Cos¬ 
quer. “I want to enrich their lives, provide 
them with squash as a motivating tool, so 
that they can follow their goals and go on 
to college, achieve their goals, leam about 
their community and gain self-esteem.” 
Primarily ninth graders, these kids will 
form a competitive squash team, and it 
is Cosq tier's goal to have them compete 
against other junior teams from around 
the state. Kevin McHugh, Bates’ Director 
of Athletics, believes that Cosquer’s desire 
to impact the community outside of his 
specific program is what Bates athletics is 
all about. 
Cosquer was originally recommend¬ 
ed to Kevin by the Squash Coach Search 
Committee. 
“They felt, and I wholeheartedly 
agreed, that he was the best fit for not just 
the squash programs but also, just as im¬ 
portantly, for the Athletic Department and 
for Bates College,” said McHugh. “While 
the other finalist was a great technician, we 
felt that his learning curve in terms of what 
it takes to be a successful student-athlete 
at Bates was much greater than Pat’s. As a 
successful alumnus who played two sports 
while he was here, Pat knows exactly what 
it takes. He knows Bates intimately and 
he also knows and understands the NES¬ 
CAC. This is extremely important when it 
comes to recruiting because, again, you 
have to know which type of individuals 
can succeed at this place given the aca¬ 
demic load, the athletic expectations and 
everything else that comes with the Bates 
experience.” 
McHugh was also impressed with 
Cosquer’s range of coaches and player 
contacts, especially multicultural athletes. 
“The other finalist had a good network 
as well but having great contacts is not the 
same as knowing who from amongst those 
contacts is right for Bates,” said McHugh. 
“It was also felt that Pat was much stronger 
in terms of alumni relations, fund-raising, 
See COSQUER, B2 
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Men's Tennis Impressive 
in Opening Tournament 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
Missing the core of their lineup, 
men’s tennis’ relied on a pair of standout 
singles performances from their number 
one and two players at the Middlebury 
Invitational this weekend. Senior Co- 
Captain Ben Stein lost in the Singles A 
Flight finals, while Bates’ number two, 
junior Amrit Rupasinghe, took the flight 
crown in the B draw. 
“Keeping in mind our 3,4 and 5 play¬ 
ers are currently abroad we had a pretty 
good showing this weekend,” said Stein, 
“especially in the singles draws.” 
Rupasinghe beat Vassar sophomore 
Greg Katz, 6-3, 6-2, Ithaca sophomore 
Josh Rifkin, 3-6, 6-2, 10-5 and Williams 
senior Karl Furmaga 6-3, 6-4 to get to 
the championship game. Rupasinghe 
then beat Williams senior Rick Devlin, 
6-0, 7-5 for the flight crown. 
As the second seed in the Singles A 
Flight, Stein cruised past Ithaca junior 
Taylor Borda, 6-3, 6-0, beat Williams 
junior Jeremy Weinberger, 6-2, 7-5 and 
out-battled Middlebury senior Conrad 
Olson, 4-6, 6-3, 10-4, before falling to 
sophomore Steven Sullivan of Bowdoin, 
6-4, 6-2. 
“Personally I felt great,” said Stein, 
“especially after I got the first match un¬ 
der my belt. After a couple more days 
of practice to fine-tune a few things, 
hopefully I'll be peaking next weekend 
at ITA’s.” 
Adam Nielson easily dispatched Ju¬ 
lio Rojas of Ithaca, 6-0, 6-2, before los¬ 
ing to Derrick Angle of Middlebury, 6-0, 
6-2, in the Singles C Flight. 
Stein expressed how impressed 
he was with first-year Nick Shadowen, 
who along with Ryan Mannelly ’10 beat 
a Middlebury duo 8-5 in the Doubles A 
Flight, before losing to Williams’ 8-4. 
“I have high expectations for this 
year, especially when our juniors get 
back from abroad. We are going to 
have a very solid squad and this tourna¬ 
ment served as a reminder that we can 
compete with each and every NESCAC 
team,” said Stein. 
Bates plays next weekend, Sept. 
26-28 at the ITA Championships at 
Williams. 
Cosquer Expanding 
Bates’ Influence into 
the Community 
CONTINUED FROM B1 
training-trip planning/execution and gen¬ 
eral administration (budget, scheduling, 
travel, assistants, etc.).” 
Although Cosquer has certainly kept 
busy since graduating, he has never lost his 
connection or pride for the Bates team. 
“We are lucky that Pat has supported 
Bates squash since he graduated and has 
attended many of our matches, so as a se¬ 
nior this year I already knew Pat and have 
been able to transition freely,” said senior 
squash player Deacon Chapin. “In fact, at 
our final match at Nationals last year against 
Rochester, it was Pat who was coaching me 
between games.” 
Before his hiring, Cosquer had been 
helping Bates’ team whenever he could. 
Fie assisted with the teams’ training trips to 
Jamaica in 2004 and Barbados in 2008. It 
was on this year’s Barbados trip that Cos¬ 
quer really began to seem like a good fit as 
coach to the team. 
Cosquer admits that on the trip things 
were looking a little grim for the athletes, 
who at the time were without both coach 
and uniforms. Cosquer says that he could 
sense the feeling of “unrest, uneasiness 
and uncertainty” among the athletes. But 
Cosquer knew that they had a great oppor¬ 
tunity to turn the situation around and to 
prove to everyone - themselves included 
- that all they needed was their talent to 
succeed 
Cosquer believes this situation and 
what the squash players made out of it “re¬ 
ally speaks for the team.” They proved to 
everyone that they didn’t need uniforms or 
a coach to play well. The women unex¬ 
pectedly ended up beating Bowdoin and 
the men, who were ranked ninth, won the 
division. No one thought this team could 
do it, and now that they have a committed 
coach, Cosquer believes the possibilities 
are endless. 
So what is it about squash that keeps 
Cosquer coming back for more? 
“It’s a game that tests your individual 
mental fortitude,” said Cosquer, “but in the 
end it’s a team game, a team event and 
that’s really cool. In a game like baseball,” 
which Cosquer also played while at Bates, 
“one person can train really hard and de¬ 
velop his or her individual skills but at the 
end of the day the whole team either wins 
or loses. In squash, an individual can lose, 
but if the team wins, you win.” 
Cosquer really likes the idea of squash 
as a team game, even though each person 
has to be prepared physically and mentally 
on their own. “It’s a thinking man’s game, 
like chess with a ball and racket,” said Cos¬ 
quer. 
“Cosquer anticipates a very success¬ 
ful season. Number nine is great, number 
twelve is great, but it’s not number one, 
and I think, if we can get some more sup¬ 
port from the students, and we continue to 
work hard, we can be number one.” 
BOBCAT 
OF THE WEEK 
Defensive back Kyle 
McAllister was named 
NESCAC Defensive 
Player of the Week 
for his perforamnce 
in Bates’ season 
opener against Trinity. 
McCallister turned in a 
game-high 13 tackles, 
picked off a pass and 
recovered a fumble. 
McCallister is the first 
Bates athlete to re- 
ihi« honor since 
2005. 
One to Forget 
l-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT 
Junior midfielder Jon Lobozzo and coach are all smiles in practice. Amherst did the smiling on Saturday, however, winning 6-1. 
HARRY POOLE 
STAFF WRITER 
With a week in between games, the 
men’s soccer team spent time preparing 
for what they knew would be one of the 
toughest match-ups of their young sea¬ 
son. The men traveled to Amherst, Mass, 
to play the 20th-ranked team in the na¬ 
tion. The 6-1 loss was one to forget. 
Amherst outshot and outplayed the 
Bobcats in every aspect of the game. 
“Amherst came ready to play and 
we didn’t,” said senior Co-Captain Clark 
Winchell. “Something did not click in 
warmups. We were playing tentative 
and were physically outplayed on and 
off the ball.” 
With a 20-6 disadvantage in shots, 
Bates had trouble getting anything go¬ 
ing on offense. The one offensive bright 
spot came towards the end of the match 
when first-year David Woods netted his 
first collegiate goal. 
Looking to rebound from a shock¬ 
ing 1-0 loss to Middlebury, Amherst 
clamped down on defense and turned 
up the offense. The Bobcats’ normally 
steady defense was rattled on Saturday; 
they were constantly pressured with the 
speed and skill of Amherst’s forwards. 
“They were big and aggressive, but 
most of all they wanted it more and it 
showed,” said Winchell. 
The Bates team that played so well 
against Williams was not the same 
team that showed up to play Amherst. 
Winchell expressed frustration with 
Bates’ mental state in the game. “Their 
first and third goals came on arguable 
offsides calls, which had us thinking 
about the referees and not on the game. 
Not a good place to be,” said Winchell. 
As Amherst improves to 2-1 (1-1 
NESCAC), the Bobcats slip to 1-2 (0-2 
NESCAC). Bates returns home on 
Wednesday to face non-conference op¬ 
ponent Plymouth State. Saturday they 
will hit the road again as they head to 
Medford, Mass, to face Tufts Univer¬ 
sity. The Bobcats will look to rebound 
against the Jumbos. 
“We cannot dwell on it,” said 
Winchell. “We cannot let one game de¬ 
fine our season or our team. The season 
is young and there is a lot of soccer left 
to play.” 
Women’s Soccer Beats 
Wellesley, Falls to Amherst 
PAUL LOMBARDI 
STAFF WRITER 
Women’s soccer split last week’s 
games, beating Wellesley College 4-1 
before falling to Amherst College 7-0. 
They are now 1-2 overall and 0-2 in 
conference play. 
Bates dominated at home against 
out-of-confererice opponent Wellesley 
last Thursday. Forwards Jen Marino ’09 
and Sam Alper T2 ran all over Welles¬ 
ley’s defense, combining for 3 goals 
and 3 assists as the Bobcats disman¬ 
tled the Wellesley College Blue 4-1. 
Bates wasted no time getting on 
the board. Just 16 minutes in, Alper, 
after beating two defenders, crossed 
the ball from the right side of the 
18-yard box to a waiting Marino who 
buried it to give Bates the 1-0 lead. 
Fifteen minutes later, Marino ran onto 
a through-ball and blasted a shot at 
the keeper. The initial attempt was 
stopped but Alper was right there to 
put in the rebound. Just seven minutes 
later, Marino burned the defense and 
ripped a shot upper ninety to give the 
Bobcats a commanding 3-0 lead going 
into the half. 
Bates kept up the pressure in the 
second half when first-year forward 
Alix Vandeventer scored to put Bates 
ahead 4-0. Alper had a hand - or 
a foot - in this tally as well, as she 
danced around three defenders inside 
the 18-yard box before passing to the 
open Vandeventer for the easy finish. 
Although Bates gave up a late goal, 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
Friday and Saturday at the Maine 
Intercollegiate Golf Championships, 
men’s golf relied on all-state honorees 
Mike Kelen ’ll and Lee Smith T2 to 
bring home third place out of 12 teams. 
At the Colby Classic on Sunday, the 
team turned to their all-around consis¬ 
tency to take third out of six teams. 
Kelin shot a pair of 78s at Maine 
States, while Smith shot a 79 and an 
84. Both performances were good 
enough to place Kelin and Smith 
among the tournament’s top 10 finish¬ 
ers. John Canney ’ll and Captain Jer¬ 
emy Rogalski ’09 were the other scor¬ 
ers for Bates. 
“We played pretty decently the first 
day and pretty awful the second day,” 
said Rogalski. “The pin placements on 
the course were absolutely brutal, but 
they cruised to an easy victory. 
“Jen and I seem to have natural 
chemistry,” said Alper. “She’s so fast 
and she seems to know where I am 
going to send the ball and I have a 
good feel where she is going to put 
the ball for me. As a group, the attack¬ 
ers are learning how to play together 
and everyone’s really working hard. 
We want to score lots of goals!” 
“Sam is just an overall good play¬ 
er,” echoed Marino. “She is very fast, 
skilled and tough and those three 
things make her easy to play with. 
She is a playmaker who consistently 
makes good things happen on the 
field for our team.” 
Last Saturday’s contest against 
NESCAC-rival Amherst was not such 
an easy game. The Lord Jeffs managed 
to completely contain Bates’ offense, 
holding the Bobcats to just four shots. 
Amherst outshot Bates 27-4 on the 
day, scoring early and often with their 
first goal coming less than 3 minutes 
in. The Lord Jeffs led 4-0 at halftime 
and added 3 more goals in the second 
frame to shut out the Bobcats 7-0. 
Bates’ offense has been explo¬ 
sive at times this season but inconsis¬ 
tency remains their biggest problem. 
The Bobcats must find a way to beat 
their conference opponents as three 
of their next four games come against 
NESCAC teams. Bates will play host to 
Babson on Thursday before playing 
in-conference-rival Tufts on Saturday 
Sept. 27. 
we are definitely very happy to have 
finished 3rd. I think we could have 
challenged Bowdoin for second place 
had we played to our capabilities but 
it was a difficult course.” 
Sunday’s Colby Classic used the 
Ryder Cup format, grouping teams 
into three pairs. Kelen and sophomore 
John Canney scored a 76, first-year 
Lee Smith and senior Mark DelGiudice 
scored a 76, and Rogalski and senior 
Tom Bowden scored a 77. The team 
finished with a score of 229, just two 
strokes behind Bowdoin. Husson Col¬ 
lege took home the victory with a 
score of 217. 
“I think we are in very good shape 
for NESCACS next weekend,” said 
Rogalski. “All of our games seem to be 
rounding out and I’m excited to see 
how well we can do. We’re aiming for 
the top half of the NESCAC, which we 
haven’t done in some time.” 
Field 
Hockey 
Loses to 
Bowdoin, 
Amherst 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Field hockey had two big games last 
week, playing NESCAC rivals Bowdoin 
and Amherst on Wednesday and Sat¬ 
urday, respectively. Both teams proved 
superior to the Bobcats, moving the 
women to 0-3 in conference play (1-4 
overall). 
In Wednesday’s match-up against 
top-ranked Bowdoin College, the Bob¬ 
cats failed to score a goal, falling to the 
Polar Bears 6-0. Bowdoin senior Lind¬ 
sey McNamara had four goals for her 
team; the quartet of tallies raised her 
career mark to 75. McNamara was re¬ 
cently featured on the Sports Illustrated 
website. 
Despite this rather intimidating op¬ 
ponent, Bates sophomore goalie Katie 
McEnroe made several strong saves, 
keeping the Bobcats in the game un¬ 
til late in the period. McEnroe had a 
total of 15 saves in the 56 minutes that 
she played before giving way to sopho¬ 
more Helena Turner who made a pair 
of saves in the final 14 minutes. Junior 
Samantha Rothkopf took two of the 
Bobcats’ three shots, while sophomore 
Stephanie Cabot had the other. 
The Bobcats played better in Satur¬ 
day’s game, but the match had a similar 
outcome as Bates fell to Amherst, 3-1. 
The Jeffs dominated possession early in 
the game and had 11 first-half penalty 
corners. Amherst scored their first goal 
with just under 12 minutes remaining 
in the first half. 
Sophomore Serna Kazarian scored 
her first collegiate goal four minutes 
into the second frame to tie the game 
1-1. With 20 minutes left on the clock, 
Amherst scored their second goal. The 
Lord Jeffs would go on to score one 
more before time expired. Sophmore 
goalie Katie McEnroe had another good 
game, with 11 saves on the day. 
Bates will look to get back on track 
in a non-conference match-up against 
New England College on Tuesday Sept. 
23. 
Third Best in Maine 
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Sophomore Liz Leberman sends a volley 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
The volleyball team showed their 
potential last Tuesday, beating UMaine- 
Farmington 3-0 on the road. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the Bobcats fell to NESCAC foes 
Tufts and Amherst over the weekend, 
lowering their record to 3-6 on the sea¬ 
son (0-2 in the conference). 
In Bates’ 25-17, 25-10, 25-15 victory 
□wards two Tufts defenders during Friday’: 
over UMaine-Farmington, junior Liz Leb¬ 
erman and first-year Olivia Schow had 6 
kills apiece, first-year Chrissy Gee tallied 
5 kills and 3 aces and junior Avery Mas¬ 
ters combined 5 kills with 3 blocks. The 
team’s first-year setter, Grace Haessler, 
had 23 assists, 5 aces and 3 blocks on 
the day. 
Several days later, Bates lost to Tufts 
3-1 (25-17, 25-9, 22-25, 25-11). Leberman 
and Schow combined for 14 kills, 12 digs 
match. 
and 2 blocks. Haessler had 22 assists, 
Masters had 5 kills and junior Kira Kram- 
lich 7 digs. The Jumbos improved to 7-0 
(1-0 in the NESCAC) with the victory. 
Sunday, Amherst College blanked the 
Bobcats 3-0, winning 25-22, 25-10, 25-13. 
Junior Tess Dokus had 9 kills for Bates, 
while Schow had 7 kills and Kramlich 8 
digs. Haessler had 21 assists and 2 aces. 
Amherst moved to 8-1 (2-0 in the NES¬ 
CAC) with the victory. 
“Tufts and Amherst are at the top of 
NESCAC,” said Leberman. “We played 
up to their level and caught them off 
guard, playing the best we have so far 
as a team. Friday night we were the 
first team to take a set away from Tufts 
this season. Along with that set, we had 
strong moments in both matches when 
the team was playing in unison and we 
were finally able to run plays that we 
have been practicing. Now our focus is 
on becoming more consistent so that we 
can play at our highest level throughout 
the entire match. We are really optimistic 
about the rest of our season and we are 
excited and ready to play other NESCAC 
matches. We had a great home crowd at 
Alumni Friday night, it was a lot of fun 
and we appreciate everyone who came 
out to support us.” 
Bates plays at the MIT Invitational 
Friday, Sept. 26. 
Stop Picking on the Big Guys 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1 
ing me out cold because he’s unhappy 
with my critique of USC’s defensive per¬ 
formance against Cal in the Daily Tro¬ 
jan. Here at Bates, we’re on less solid 
ground. 
The football team is a campus joke. 
This is harsh language. It is also an unfor¬ 
tunate reality. If you are a past or current 
member of the football team, you know 
this is true. How many times have you 
been in Commons and told some smart¬ 
ass to shut up or overheard some kid 
who couldn’t hit the broadside of a bam 
on a post talking smack? I am not saying 
you shouldn’t tell Johnny Wisecrack to 
button it. I am with you 100 percent. Un¬ 
fortunately, it’s hard to ignore the num¬ 
bers. 
Since the program’s founding in 
1875, Bates football is 297-496-46. That’s 
a winning percentage of .381. Bates se¬ 
niors have seen the team go 4-21 (.190). 
That’s about what I batted my first year in 
Babe Ruth (actually, if we’re going to be 
honest with each other, I hit a little worse 
than that). Bates football hasn’t been .500 
since 1999, when they went 4-4. The 
team hasn’t seen a winning season since 
Jimmy Carter was President of the United 
States. The year was 1981, Prince Charles 
married Diana Spencer, Grover Washing¬ 
ton Jr.’s “Just the Two of Us” was the 24th 
most popular song in America, “Chariots 
of Fire” won Best Picture, a stamp cost 20 
cents and Bates football was 6-2. 
No matter the program’s lifetime re¬ 
cord, the idea that cutting the team would 
benefit the school is preposterous. I hear 
a lot of “if we took all the money we give 
to the football team and put it towards...” 
or “it’s just embarrassing, we would look 
better if we didn’t have a team at all” or 
“ESPN ranked Bates football as the worst 
team in the country.” 
Not all varsity teams at Bates re¬ 
ceive the same amount of funding. “Each 
coach builds a budget request based on 
schedule, equipment and number of 
participants,” said Bates’ Athletic Direc¬ 
tor, Kevin McHugh. McHugh stated that 
while he did not know the exact hierar¬ 
chy, he could say that the football team 
had one of the highest athletic budgets in 
the school. McHugh also cited the track 
and crew teams as among those at the 
top. 
Is this a bad thing? I guess I struggle 
to recognize the problem here. Like it or 
not, whether you hate football or aspire 
to skin Reggie Bush and wear his pelt as 
a cape, on some level, the strength of a 
college’s football program comes to rep¬ 
resent the overall strength of the school. 
Yes, it’s frustrating to invest so much mon¬ 
ey in a venture and see so little return, 
but in this case - with the team’s results 
in mind - I think we should read Bates’ 
lack of success as reason to invest still 
more money. I would imagine that the 
benefits of a good football team in terms 
of alumni donations, quality of potential 
applicants and national recognition far 
outweigh the same advantages brought 
by a good team in another sport. I would 
also guess that, even with their lackluster 
history, the football team brings in more 
annual - and more gross - funds than 
any other team in the school. 
So then, if the strength of a college’s 
football program reflects the strength of 
the institution, wouldn’t Bates be a better 
school without their football team? Abso¬ 
lutely not. A co-ed college without a foot¬ 
ball team isn’t a college at all. It’s a girl’s 
high school. 1 don’t want to go to a girl’s 
high school. Do you? Male or female, I 
think the majority of us agree that co¬ 
educational collegiate schooling is great: 
members of the opposite sex on our 
hallways, no parents, few rules and rad 
parties where the beer flows like wine 
and the women flock like the salmon 
of Capistrano. I am talking about a little 
place called Bates College. If you think 
it’s embarrassing to have a football team 
with a losing record, try getting your col¬ 
legiate education at a girl’s high school 
(this is not a sexist comment but girls 
high schools don’t have football teams). 
Finally, there is a rumor that ESPN 
ranked Bates as the worst football pro¬ 
gram in the country. Over the last eight 
years of my life, I am confident that I 
have watched every show on ESPN and 
read an estimated 60 percent of the ar¬ 
ticles on their website. I have never en¬ 
countered any mention of Bates College. 
Similarly, I find it frustrating that the 
kids who reference this story don’t even 
watch the network. As an ESPN junkie, 
this irks me. The truth behind the gossip 
is that ESPN’s Page Two ranked the 10 
worst college football teams in the nation 
and Bates failed to make the list. Page 
Two then polled their readers and the 
feedback they received yielded a differ¬ 
ent list on which Bates football ranked as 
the sixth worst program in the country. 
This is what bothers me most about 
the football team and their relationship 
with the rest of the College. The biggest 
problem with the student body’s attitude 
towards athletics at this is school is that 
some part of all of us experiences a sort 
of sick delight in our team’s failures. It’s 
as though we have given up on striving 
to be the best and instead of fighting for 
mediocrity, we are now committed to 
being the worst. Why else would Bates 
alums write into ESPN nominating their 
alma mater’s football team for being mis¬ 
erable? Why do we brag and joke about 
how bad we are? It reflects poorly on all 
of us, not just our teams. 
I agree that the football team has not 
been good lately. But as members of the 
community, do we really want to see 
them succeed? I think we have become 
accustomed to the losing and have grown 
to like it. We are in a negative, cynical 
place right now. We should change our 
mascot to the Bates College Martyrs, not 
because we are dying for the people like 
Jesus, but because we are willing victims, 
taking pleasure in pain like Silas from 
“The Da Vinci Code.” 
This last weekend our football team 
lost. But in that loss there was reason to 
hope. Bates lost 17-7, but did so against 
one of the most dominant football teams 
in Division III. A first-year quarterback 
orchestrated a 70-yd drive in the fourth 
quarter resulting in a touchdown, a Bob¬ 
cat earned NESCAC Defensive Player of 
the Week and Bates showed the ability 
to hang with one of the best. 
Don’t be that kid who uses the woes 
of the football team as a platform from 
which to catapult himself. The joke isn’t 
that funny It’s old and it’s easy. It’s good 
that we’re talking about it, but we’re do¬ 
ing so for the wrong reasons. I’d like to 
speak for the Student when I say that 
we are finally acknowledging in plain 
language that the football team has not 
been very good. They have been bad. 
What’s more important, however, is that 
we haven’t been very good to them. 
Start your career in the 
right direction 
Are you a top performer with a drive for success? Can you 
bring a fresh perspective to a forward-thinking 
Fortune 500 company? 
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Alum’s Passion for 
Poetry Pays Off 
CHAD FRISBIE 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Fans of poetry gathered in Skelton 
Lounge to hear Bates ’01 alumnus Craig 
Teicher read from his body of work, 
including poernp from his first and re¬ 
cently published book, “Brenda Is in 
the Room.” A self-reflective testament to 
Teicher’s wide-ranging skill, “Brenda Is 
in the Room” won the 2007 Colorado 
Prize for Poetry. After he graduated 
from Bates, Teicher earned his M.F.A. 
at Columbia University in New York, 
where he now lives with his wife, the 
mysterious Brenda. 
Given a warm introduction by one 
of his former thesis advisors at Bates, 
Robert Farnsworth, Teicher ascended 
the podium. The poet prefaced that he 
“endeavors not to be boring,” a goal 
he accomplished smoothly, both by 
his poems and hilarious commentar¬ 
ies on Bates life. Apparently, the old 
Commons bathroom window was a 
secret passage for seniors off the meal 
plan and Bates was “much better off” 
without all of these new mushrooming 
buildings. 
Teicher’s poems pleased the crowd 
with their witty language and personal 
gravity. Once a member of the Strange 
Bedfellows, Teicher noted that while 
comedy continues to be a big part of 
his life, poetry is not always meant to 
be funny. Teicher’s poems seem to chal¬ 
lenge our obedience to expectation, 
popular notions and the experiences of 
others. Relentlessly self-conscious, they 
are urgent problem solving poems, in¬ 
tent on achieving their own revelations. 
In his intensely personal angles, we ac¬ 
cess topics of sex, marriage and family. 
Expressing varied subject matter, Teich¬ 
er also ventures into mythic depictions 
of animals, birth and death. 
In “Voice,” Teicher divulges the 
desperate sensation he feels in writing 
poetry; he tells the voice in his head, 
“cruel voice/ come here, only stories 
end, which are/ words flocking to oth¬ 
er words/ like blood cells to wounds, 
come here.” 
After the reading, Teicher thanked 
Bates for developing his direction to¬ 
ward poetry. He could not resist citing 
Steven Dillon and Robert Farnsworth, 
his two thesis advisors, as major influ¬ 
ences and guides. 
Working as a book critic for Pub¬ 
lisher’s Weekly, he enjoys a well-con¬ 
nected literary lifestyle, makes poetry 
one of his top priorities and recognizes 
that money is not what life is all about. 
Teicher enjoys “knowing what his life 
means.” Today it is impossible for po¬ 
ets to be breadwinners. The go-getter 
attitude that landed Teicher a poetry- 
conducive career, while it may have 
worried his parents, reminds us that 
zeal pays off. 
Not Your Typical 
Miss Mary Mack 
ROMINA ISTRATII 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Mary Mack is not a typical woman. 
She is a comedian. She is a contem¬ 
porary Charlie Chaplin in high heels. 
One can dig even deeper, though. 
She is a show woman, a folk-humor¬ 
ist who started her career in Nash¬ 
ville and a workaholic who splits her 
time between Los Angeles and Min¬ 
neapolis so that she rivon’t need to 
sacrifice either music or comedy. On 
Friday, Sept. 26, she will bring all of 
these roles to the Silo. 
On stage, she recounts off-kilter 
stories of life as a former polka band 
leader, music teacher and all-around 
confused individual. A funny woman 
who, mandolin in hand, enters the 
world of verse, plays with words 
and creates deliciously funny songs 
that penetrate our minds and remain 
there, making us smile even two days 
later. 
Mack is one of those comedi¬ 
ans who doesn’t need to resort to 
obscenity in order to make people 
laugh. Her humor is subtle, intelli¬ 
gent and spontaneous. Mack offers a 
show that is not offensive but rather 
creative, professional and fun. 
It seems that her stage presence 
is so endearing that she has not only 
won California’s Funniest Female 
Contest, but she has reached the fi¬ 
nals in Comedy Central’s Open Mic 
Fight and HBO’s Andy Kauffman 
Awards in 2007, as well as launched 
twelve CDs full of original music. 
First-year Sam Goldstein will 
open for Mack with a brief magic 
show featuring his specialty in creat¬ 
ing illusions using cards and coins. 
Goldstein will go on at 9 p.m., fol¬ 
lowed by Mack at around 9:15 p.m. 
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“ Tropic Thunder 
A New Comedic Contender 
THOMAS REPKO 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Apparently, 
Apatow and his 
motley crew of 
miscreants have 
some competi¬ 
tion: Ben Stiller, 
who pulling a Mel 
Gibson-esque 
move, directs and 
stars in the action-comedy blockbuster 
of the summer, “Tropic Thunder.” Still¬ 
er plays a washed-up action star, Tugg 
Speedman, who desperately needs to 
revamp his career. However, Stiller re¬ 
mains in the shadow of Robert Downey 
Jr. who undoubtedly steals the show. 
Downey”s outrageous portrayal of 
the Oscar-obsessed Australian actor, Kirk 
Lazarus, and the black sergeant, Lincoln 
Osiris, results in uncontrollable laughter 
and an over-the-top performance. At the 
climax of the movie, Downey shows his 
true colors as an actor by speaking Man¬ 
darin without removing the Sergeant’s 
“accent” and then revealing that he is, in 
fact, a “lead farmer.” 
Brandon T. Jackson plays Alpa 
Chino, a self-made rapper and the cre¬ 
ator of “Booty Sweat” energy drink and 
“Bust-A-Nut” energy bar. His interaction 
with Downey’s Sergeant Osiris provides 
ample hilarity and emphasizes Stiller’s at¬ 
tempt at ridiculing actors in Hollywood 
who take their roles too seriously. 
Jack Black accompanies the crowd 
by playing a crude-humored comedic 
actor with only one talent - one that 
involves obsessive flatulence. At first, it 
seems as if Jack Black is tending to his 
usual performance, but once he loses 
his drug stash and undergoes withdraw¬ 
al, the hilarity rises to new levels. 
Jay Baruchel plays the young upcom¬ 
ing star, Kevin Sandusky, who remains 
the only sane character throughout the 
movie. In the film, he is recruited after a 
touching performance in a commercial 
_/>)_ 
for a teenage erectile dysfunction medi¬ 
cine called “Prom Knight.” Stiller never 
seems to miss a beat when it comes to 
subtle comedy. 
Tom Cruise plays Les Grossman, an 
overweight and over-caffeinated studio 
executive who enjoys profanity and rap¬ 
per Flo Rida. Although the dancing may 
have gone overboard, he succeeds in 
providing unforgettable moments that 
prove to be a problem for whoever he 
mocks. 
Appearances by Nick Nolte, Steve 
Coogan, Matthew McConaughey, Danny 
R. McBride and Bill Hader add to the 
outrageous humor in the movie. 
Even though the movie is filled with 
great moments, the best scenes are the 
trailers in the beginning. The transition 
from actual theatrical trailers to fake 
ones is seamless, which only adds to the 
movie’s humor. From Speedman’s epic 
“Scorcher” series to Portnoy’s “The Fat¬ 
ties 2,” the comedy never ceases. 
Stiller’s blockbuster hit is clearly a 
satirical piece focused on Hollywood. 
His “Simple Jack,” although offensive, 
pokes fun at the tendency of actors to 
take their parts too seriously and over¬ 
act. The movie focuses on the over¬ 
whelming insecurities of big time actors, 
a justifiable mockery of modern Holly¬ 
wood. 
Nick Nolte’s appearance as the Viet¬ 
nam Vet Sargeant Four Leaf undoubt¬ 
edly mocks the stereotype of deranged 
veterans in past Vietnam movies. All in 
all, “Tropic Thunder” is a must-see mov¬ 
ie that will make any audience member 
burst out laughing. However to call it 
just a comedic piece doesn’t do Stiller 
and his cowriters justice. It is filled with 
satirical wit ranging from subtle com¬ 
mentary to overt mockeries of Holly¬ 
wood and its fallacies. If you don’t like 
offensive humor, then avoid this movie. 
But I urge anyone who has not seen 
“Tropic Thunder” to make their way to 
the nearest Multiplex and indulge in the 
obscenity and absurdity that Stiller and 
his cast provide. 
■¥-h 
MOVIE 
REVIEW 
Napkin Board Chronicles 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
JESSIE SAWYER: What's your name? 
NAPKIN BOARD RESPONDER: 
N. B. R. It stands for “Napkin Board 
Responder,” of course - I’m interested 
to see if anyone figures that out, or just 
tries to pin it to a real name. 
JS: How long have you been writing 
Napkin Board responses? 
NBR: Approximately one week. 
JS: How did you get the job? 
NBR: Expeditiously, after pursuing it 
doggedly. 
JS: How much are they paying you for 
this? 
NBR: A goodly amount. 
JS: What major is ideal to prepare you 
to write Napkin Board responses? 
NBR: Espionage, with a focus in do¬ 
mestic affairs. 
JS: What other experience is neces¬ 
sary? 
NBR: All future applicants should 
have a firm grasp of the English lan¬ 
guage. Having written a novel helps. 
JS: Have you considered this as a ca¬ 
reer? 
NBR: Most certainly. Unfortunately, it 
doesn’t seem to be a career. 
JS: When do you work on napkin re¬ 
sponses? 
NBR: Whenever my overseer gives 
me a mission. 
JS: How many napkins do you re¬ 
spond to a week? 
NBR: About thirty. 
JS: How does the process work? 
NBR: If I told you, I’d have to kill you. 
It’s more interesting when it’s a mys¬ 
tery, isn’t it? 
JS: How do you choose which nap¬ 
kins to respond to? 
NBR: Based on content - anything 
that is not inappropriate in its lan¬ 
guage or subject is not responded to. 
Everything else is. 
JS: What is your favorite request that 
you’ve had to respond to? 
NBR: The one that said, “Apple cider 
- it’s no excuse that it’s not in season.” 
Being from the northeast, I know well 
that nothing is better than real cider, 
and anything bottled, synthetic, not in 
season is a waste. I informed that per¬ 
son of their error, of course. 
JS: What is the most ridiculous request 
someone has made? 
NBR: It wasn’t a request, it was a 
criticism. Someone wrote about how 
the beams in Commons are incongru- 
ent: some are straight, some squiggly, 
some thicker than others. A diagram 
accompanied it. I replied that this per¬ 
son should find something better to 
do in Commons (perhaps eat a meal) 
and should consider a career in archi¬ 
tecture, as his or her opinion was so 
inspired. 
JS: How many of the requests would 
you say are followed through on? 
NBR: 97.334 percent - just a few 
are inappropriate for response. 
JS: How receptive is the dining 
staff to student requests? 
NBR: Quite. As long as it’s pos¬ 
sible, it will happen. 
JS: Is the style of the responses 
you or a persona? 
NBR: Take a gander. 
JS: Superheroes have dual identities. 
As Napkin Board Responder, if you 
had a superpower, what would it be? 
NBR: I would give the people 
who write on the napkins the 
ability to spell and punctuate 
correctly. Some of the nap¬ 
kins are really atrocious. 
JS: If they made a super¬ 
hero movie (like Batman 
or Superman) out of 
the napkin board 
person, who 
would you cast 
to be yourself 
and costars? 
NBR: Unfortu¬ 
nately, this would 
not be an inter¬ 
esting movie. I 
work alone, and 
my face and that 
=*=== 
of my supervisor would have to be in 
shadow for the entire film. Not Oscar¬ 
worthy fodder, methinks. 
JS: Does your family know? 
NBR: Oh yes. My mother’s eyes 
welled with tears when she heard of 
my appointment to such an honored 
position. 
JS: Will you ever tell people? 
NBR: On pain of death. And even 
then, only perhaps. 
JS: What has your experience on the 
Napkin Board prepared you for in 
life? 
NBR: Avoiding the people who write 
silly things on the napkins. 
JS: Final words? 
NBR: To the people of Bates Col¬ 
lege, it is a privilege to serve you. I 
look forward to responding to your 
questions and comments with wit 
and wisdom, or something like it, at 
least. 
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Best Dressed: Dressing Fly Yet Chill at Bates Fashion 
Conscience ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
STAFF WRITER 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY: People are 
often a product of their environment. 
Would you say living in a city has influ¬ 
enced the way you dress? 
OLGA GRIGORENKO: Yes, I’d say 
so. I guess just because living in a big 
city, you see so many different kinds of 
styles. I feel like there’s no limit to what 
you can wear in New York because 
people wear crazy outfits. It’s easier to 
mix and match. 
ER: How would you say that translates 
in the transition back to Bates? Do you 
change the way you dress depending 
on your location? 
OG: Not really. Obviously I dress 
warmer here in terms of weather but 
my day-to-day style doesn’t change. 
The only thing I would say changes is 
I don’t wear heels. I love wearing them 
but it’s just not practical here for most 
of the year. 
ER: Do you feel that’s in anyway in¬ 
dicative of a Batesie mentality? That, in 
general, Bates students are less formal 
style-wise? 
OG: Absolutely. There’s great style in 
New York City but I also feel there’s a 
weird pressure to be the most innova¬ 
tive in the way you dress. Like, people 
try to “one-up” each other in a way 
that’s not really true at Bates. That’s not 
to say that people don’t have style here 
because they definitely do. 
ER: Would you say there are defining 
characteristics to New York' style? 
OG: New York has so many people 
from so many places it’s like a melting 
pot. There are so many styles coming 
together so I don’t know if there is re¬ 
ally a definite style. It’s more just a wide 
array, which is why I love it. I think it’s 
easier to characterize fashion when you 
aren’t from that city or certain place. As 
an outsider it’s easier to recognize the 
trends. For instance I think Parisians 
have a very distinct style. 
ER: Right. I think what you said about 
New York City is very true to Bates as 
well. Bates is a melting pot in the sense 
that people here are from all over. That 
in mind, do you feel the friends you’ve 
made here have influenced the way you 
dress? 
OG: I think they have. I definitely look 
to some people for inspiration. Even 
people I’m not necessarily friends with. 
If I admire something they’ve tried, I 
might incorporate some element into 
my style. 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Staying fly comes naturally to some Batsies. Olga Grigorenko, a junior from New 
York City, stands out as best dressed this week and says a few words about her 
personal style and fashion in general. 
UGCCA4ING.. • "Events at Hates 
Wednesday, Sent. 24 
7:30 p.m. Harward Center for Community Partnerships: 
Lecture: “What Happens On November 5? 
Activating Citizenship (No Matter Who Wins),” 
by Peter Levine; Muskie Archives 
Thursday, Sept, 25 
7 p.m. Film: “Visible Silence: Marsden Hartley, 
Painter and Poet;” Olin Arts Center 
7 p.m. Lecture: Gary Taylor, on white literary 
criticism; Chase Hall Lounge 
7 and 9 p.m. Hartley Documentary 
World Premier; Olin Arts Center, Bates 
College Museum of Art 
Friday, Sept. 2ft 
7 and 9:30 p.m. Film: “Get Smart;” Olin 104 
8 p.m. Pablo Asian’s Avantangp’s tango 
musicians and dance performance; 
Oiin Concert Hall 
Saturday, Sept, 22 
2 and 7 p.m. Film: “Get Smart,” Olin 104 
9:30 p.m. Concert: Girl Talk; Gray Cage 
Athletic Building 
Sumia*, 2S 
8:30 a.m. Art Symposium; Olin Arts Center 
2 and 4:30 p.m. Film: “Get Smart;” Pettigrew Hall, 
Room 301 
4 p.m. Lecture: “The Importance of the Separation 
of Church and State” by Ellery Schempp; 
Chase Hall Lounge 
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Peace Corps 
214 Bates alumni have served overseas 
Find out how you can join them! 
Information Session 
Thursdsay, Sept. 25 
7:00pm 
Career Services, 31 Frye St. 
Information Table 
Thursdsay, Sept. 25 
11am - 1pm 
Career Services Library 
Stop by and ask the recruiter how you 
can gain experience now to become 
a more competitive applicant. 
Life is calling. How far will you go? 
I « 
Folk Rocker Back for 
Another Round at Silo 
ANDREW WILCOX 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Thursday, 
Sept. 25, the Village 
Club Series will host acoustic 
folk rocker Nick Motil. 
Motil hails from Las Vegas, Nevada. 
However, this will not be his first time 
at Bates. Batesies might remember him 
from his Village Club Series perfor- 
, mance last year, for which he received 
ample praise. 
Most recently, he released his 2008 
EP “Everything’s Alright.” This EP high¬ 
lights hits like “Butterflies” and “Ev¬ 
erything’s Alright” that are fantastic 
soft-acoustic, country-esque singles 
comparable to the work of David Gray, 
Ryan Adams and Jackson Browne. That 
is to say, he has a soft, natural voice that 
is complemented by gentle lyrics and a 
varied musical style. 
For acoustic, soft rock lovers at 
Bates, this show is for you. On his web¬ 
site, www.nickmotil.com, Motil wrote, 
“[Bates is] one of my favorite places to 
play...ever,” under the Bates College en¬ 
try of his tour schedule. This is almost 
verbatim the same emotion of the Vil¬ 
lage Club Series’ kick-off artist, Dave 
Tamkin, and his enthusiasm dealt us a 
wonderful show. 
Come to the Silo this Thursday at 
9:30 p.m. to check out Nick Motil. Satis¬ 
faction guaranteed. 
Shall We Avantango? 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
It may only take two to tango, but it 
takes at least eight to Avantango. 
A leading figure in the tango re¬ 
vival, bassist and composer Pablo Aslan 
will perform at Olin on Friday, Sept. 26, 
with his musicians and two dancers to 
show the Bates audience all elements 
tango. 
Aslan directs Avantango, which in¬ 
cludes Victor Prieto on accordian, Os¬ 
car Feldman on saxophone, Emilio Sol- 
la on piano and Jim Seelay on trumpet. 
David Orcula, who played trumpet with 
the group in the past, will make his 
debut on trombone. Aslan performed 
once before at Bates with Solla’s tango 
jazz group. 
The group hails much experience. 
Many have both classical and contem¬ 
porary training and have worked in 
tango-featured shows, such as “Forever 
Tango,” on Broadway. Prior to Avantan¬ 
go, Aslan toured with renowned artists 
such as Yo-Yo Ma and Shakira. 
This range of style and talent gives 
Avantango a sound that melds tradition¬ 
al tango songs that date as far back as 
1915 with elements of jazz and impro- 
visational sound. 
“It’s a tango band with horns,” Aslan 
said. “We take old [tango] pieces and 
play them like we’re a jazz band.” 
Accented and precise notes dart 
back and forth between the strings, bass, 
piano and acordian melodies. The mu¬ 
sic dips and twirls with the upbeat at¬ 
titude and passion of the dancers, who 
give the show a visual element. 
Avantango will perform at 8 p.m. 
Tickets cost ten dollars for the general 
public and four dollars for students and 
senior citizens. 
LYDIA FINN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Fall is by far die most important 
season in the fashion world. It always 
demands the most attention, inspires 
the most trends and is most relied on 
for predicting what will be big for the 
rest of the year. The colors, the silhou¬ 
ettes, the textures and everything about 
fall fashion shows inspires new styles 
for the fall, winter, spring and summer 
of the upcoming year. Fall is such an 
important season because it gives the 
fashion world the fresh boost it needs 
to renew interest in style, especially 
after the summer when a floral dress, 
jean shorts and a couple of American 
Apparel T-shirts are all you need. Fall 
gives us an opportunity to reestablish 
our style priorities. 
Vogue publishes its most important 
issue of the year in the fall. This year’s 
September issue was a record 798 pag¬ 
es, mostly ads of course, but 798 pages 
nonetheless. Try balancing that on top 
of the treadmill at the gym. At the end 
of August, the New York Times pub¬ 
lished an article about a fashion shoot 
in the fall issue of Vogue India. Vogue 
India is the newest member of the inter¬ 
national Vogue family, with its first issue 
published in Oct. 2007. This particular 
issue featured a fashion spread in which 
luxury items, such as Burberry umbrel¬ 
las and Fendi bibs, were placed into 
scenes of extreme poverty. The photo 
shoot received harsh criticism from the 
media for its insensitivity and vulgar¬ 
ity. Priya Tanner, the editor-in-chief of 
Vogue India and rumored possible can¬ 
didate for Anna Wintour’s job, was un- 
apologetic about the photo shoot. “You 
have to remember with fashion, you 
can’t take it that seriously,” Ms. Tanna 
said. “We weren’t trying to make a po¬ 
litical statement or save the world,” she 
said (nytimes.com). 
As someone interested in fash¬ 
ion, I was offended after reading this 
quote. The idea that anything in today’s 
modern world is somehow excused 
from having a socially moral con¬ 
science, even if it was established sim¬ 
ply for entertainment value, is ridicu¬ 
lous. Of course, fashion is nothing to 
be super intense about - I mean, after 
all, it’s just clothing - but I really do not 
believe that makes it somehow separate 
from social issues. Things like frivolity 
and luxury are not exempt from re¬ 
sponsibility. 
In 2007, Cameron Diaz was photo¬ 
graphed while traveling in Peru carry¬ 
ing an army green messenger bag with 
the Maoist slogan “Serve the People” on 
it. The Peruvian media exploded. That 
messenger bag was not only a painful 
reminder of the past but a complete 
show of disrespect of the Peruvian 
people. In the late ’80s and early ’90s, 
Peru was pushed into a state of chaos 
after tens of thousands of people were 
murdered by the Maoist Shining Path 
movement. If Diaz had known this, I 
am confident that she definitely would 
not have chosen to use that particular 
messenger bag while climbing the ruins 
at Machu Picchu. Sure, it was just a 
style decision to wear the bag, but it 
represented something greater to a lot 
of people and at the end of the day, 
that’s what really mattered. 
Fashion is fun and silly and enter¬ 
taining. Our bodies are blank canvases 
and we dress them up however we 
want. But being naive or callous isn’t 
very stylish. Perhaps influential people 
like Priya Tanner should reevaluate their 
roles in society. Style can be conscious, 
aware and alive within the realities of 
the world. It can be visual, respectful 
and playful all at the same time. And 
you know what? I think that fall is the 
perfect time to start. 
“Get Smart” Just Misses the Mark 
HILLARY FINK 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
bmvxe 
REVIEW 
If you 
are look¬ 
ing to 
spend time 
this week¬ 
end watch¬ 
ing mind- 
blowing 
action se- s 
q u e n c e s 
and complicated, thrilling plot twists, 
you should probably rent a season 
of “24.” But, if you want some laughs 
and some Steve Carell, “Get Smart” is 
a smart choice. Inspired by the popu¬ 
lar ’60s television series of the same 
name, “Get Smart” features Carell as 
Maxwell Smart, an analyst for Control, 
a secret U.S. spy agency. A character 
that is more “40 Year Old Virgin” than 
Michael Scott, Max is given a chance 
at his dream of being a Control field 
agent when the rest of the organization 
is compromised. Smart is paired with 
the cool, calm and collected veteran 
Agent 99 (Anne Hathaway). With help 
from the Chief (Alan Arkin), Agent 23 
(Dwayne Johnson) and a slew of com¬ 
ical gadgets, the two are sent to Russia 
in an attempt to foil the evil KAOS’s 
attempt at nuclear domination. 
The biggest problem with “Get 
Smart” is that it can’t decide whether it 
wants to parody spy movies or be one. 
Steve Carell is at his funniest when he 
is dealing with people, not when he 
is running away from exploding build¬ 
ings. The moments in the film that 
received the best reaction were the 
ones that were over the top, like when 
Max waltzes with a particularly nimble 
overweight woman to create a diver¬ 
sion. While not integral to the over¬ 
all spy plot, the scene gave Carell a 
chance to display his physical com.edy 
chops. 
The plot of “Get Smart” is-too pre¬ 
dictable to make for a good action 
movie. It unfolds neatly and without 
much suspense. The twists are all 
caused by Max’s frequent incompe¬ 
tence, but his mistakes are usually 
fixed by Agent 99 almost immediately, 
or they conveniently work themselves 
out. You have to be willing to suspend 
your disbelief in order to really enjoy 
“Get Smart,” but it becomes difficult 
when it seems the movie wishes to be 
taken seriously. 
However, the somewhat lackluster 
plot is saved by terrific comedic acting. 
Steve Carrell is in his element playing a 
character that he has perfected in films 
like “40-Year-Old Virgin”: someone 
who is well-intentioned but is undeni¬ 
ably inept. Rather than copying Don 
Adams who played Smart in the origi¬ 
nal, Carell brings his own understated 
approach to the role and makes Max 
someone to root for. Hathaway holds 
her own as Agent 99 and the two leads 
have a surprising chemistry. Johnson 
once again proves that he is more than 
just a former wrestler and actually has 
leading man potential. Some of the 
funniest scenes take place at Control 
and involve David Koechner, Carell’s 
costar from “Anchorman.” A particular 
gag involving a stapler received the 
loudest laughs from the crowd. While 
the script needs work, the incredible 
talent of the actors makes the movie 
worth seeing. Though it is a fun way 
to spend two hours, seeing their tal¬ 
ents underutilized will make you long 
for a stronger script. In the words of 
Maxwell Smart, they “missed it by that 
much.” 
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KATY MCCANN/ COURTESY PHOTOS 
LEFT: Eleven years after her Napkin Board days, Katy McCann ’97 (center) spends some time with her kids, Conrad (left) 
and Gemma (right). RIGHT: Along with the theme of dual identies, McCann (right) disguised herself for a '97 Halloween. 
The First Napkin Board Lady 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
For most of us, the concept of a 
mysterious alter ego is something out 
of a Batman or Superman movie. Katy 
McCann ’97 may never have saved 
Gotham from a complex psycho kill¬ 
er or dodged into a phone booth to 
change into superhero garb, but she 
did have a dual identity her senior year 
at Bates - German major by day and 
the first-ever Napkin Board correspon¬ 
dent by night. 
“I had a blast as the person behind 
the Napkin Board - how many times in 
your life do you get to have a mysteri¬ 
ous and super sassy alter ego?” McCann 
commented. 
Looking for some on-campus work 
in the fall of 1996, she was hired in the 
Dining Services kitchen and worked 
Sunday mornings in the bakery. She 
was approached by Bob Volpi, the di¬ 
rector of Dining Services at the time, 
about helping to generate a Napkin 
Board as a way to gather student input 
about Commons. 
“It was a neat position because it 
was so new and I was able to create 
the job from scratch,” McCann said. 
At first, McCann and Dining Services 
didn’t go out of their way to keep it a 
secret. She lived off campus and didn’t 
know the Napkin Board was a “thing.” 
Once McCann and Dining Services re¬ 
alized how intrigued people were to 
figure out who it was, she only told her 
two roommates and close friends about 
her secret identity. 
“It was fun to roll with that and 
keep the Napkin Board Lady’s identity 
a secret,” McCann said. “I usually col¬ 
lected and posted responses during the 
off-hours so not many people saw me 
at the Board, but if they did I acted as 
Napkin Board Lady’s messenger. She 
certainly wouldn’t collect her own nap¬ 
kins! I think, though, that by the end 
of the year most people who knew me 
knew I was the Napkin Board Lady.” 
While the Napkin Board was infor¬ 
mative for the dining staff, it was also 
intriguing for McCann since she learned 
more about the behind-the-scenes at 
Commons and was able to put faces 
to the people who prepared her food. 
In addition to writing responses to the 
comments, she had to know to which 
department she should take each re¬ 
quest and complaint. 
“I was always amazed at how in¬ 
terested everyone was in hearing the 
students’ requests and complaints and 
how far they were willing to go to ac¬ 
commodate them,” McCann said. 
Most of the students at Bates only 
have the chance to write a napkin re¬ 
quest or laugh at the witty responses 
posted for selected requests. McCann 
was able to see both sides, which was 
enlightening but at times dishearten-' 
ing. Sometimes, people were harsh 
with their comments even though 
they didn’t know much about the food 
preparation process or how much time 
Dining Services spends satisfying the 
students’ requests. 
“Many of the issues that students 
raised on the board were important 
and led to real and positive change 
in Dining Services, but some of them 
were just silly, while others were actu¬ 
ally whiney and petty. I got pretty frus¬ 
trated with those ones after awhile!” 
McCann said. 
McCann said her response style 
started off as accommodating and 
slightly maternal, but the napkins grad¬ 
ually became sassier, more biting and 
she’d like to think wittier. 
“It was fun to respond to the tone 
and style of the individual napkin writ¬ 
ers. A sincere request, written nicely, 
deserved a kind response. If a napkin 
developed an attitude, I could dish 
it back!” she said. “I remember some 
students saying they liked being ‘b- 
slapped’ (not my words!) by the Nap¬ 
kin Lady.” 
The Napkin Board identity has 
since been passed on to a new person 
every year. While McCann’s classmates 
may read this article and chuckle at the 
unveiling, subsequent Napkin Board 
Gentleman and Ladies to come will re¬ 
main a mystery. 
FOR AN INTERVIEW WITH THE CUR¬ 
RENT NAPKIN BOARD RESPONDER, 
SEE PAGE B4. 
Room for a Ramp 
1 
Members of the Shred Club on the half-pipe they built. LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Editors Note: Assistant Arts & Living Editor Andrew Wilcox ’ll, one of the four who built the half¬ 
pipe, contributed to the article. 
SARAH DUNN 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
In keeping with the recent trend of 
construction and restoration of Bates 
edifices, four sophomores attempted 
to create what they felt Bates facilities 
were lacking: an adequate space to 
skateboard. Now, in addition to the 
new Commons, new residence halls 
and even newly paved streets, Bates is 
home to a newly constructed half-pipe 
outside of Pierce House, something that 
has become the subject of much con¬ 
troversy. 
After moving into their Frye Street 
abode, Wes Farnsworth ’ll, Greg Flynn 
’ll, Ben Latham ’ll and Andrew Wilcox 
’ll finally set upon the half-pipe proj¬ 
ect they had contemplated for so long. 
Inhabiting this year’s Arts and Culture 
House, the group thought their efforts 
would honor the skateboarding sub¬ 
culture that exists at Bates. Their plans 
were to not only create a skateboard¬ 
ing venue, but to also cover the ramp 
in different murals and works of art - 
thus creating an artistic work in keeping 
**-V 
with the Pierce House theme. 
Making use of their time before the 
start of classes, the four students con¬ 
tributed 1,000 dollars and hard labor to 
the ramp’s fruition. They have received 
much accolade from Bates students as 
well as Bates employees - some re¬ 
questing that their children get a chance 
to try it out. 
Yet, despite the undeniable excite¬ 
ment over the ramp’s establishment, 
the students were ordered to remove it. 
Told the deans did not approve, the stu¬ 
dents were given a series of deadlines 
for the ramp’s dismemberment - all of 
which they ignored. 
Farnsworth, Flynn, Latham and Wil¬ 
cox attempted to meet with Dean of 
Students Tedd Goundie, desperate for 
a chance to state their case before they 
destroyed the ramp, but he refused. 
Gaining the support of Associate 
Dean of Students Holly Gurney, who 
the boys consider the “backbone” of 
their efforts, the group was finally 
able to schedule a meeting with Dean 
Goundie. The boys claimed their ramp 
was in keeping with the fun, adven- 
turous spirit of Bates. They said for a 
school that touts activities like the Pud¬ 
dle Jump, “Trick or Drink” and stringing 
slack lines between trees on the quad, a 
pipe ramp indisputably fits in. 
Dean Goundie argued questions of 
liability as his main concern, as well as 
the ramp’s off-campus locale - he wor¬ 
ries the ramp will be an obvious temp¬ 
tation for trespassers. 
The deans and students are now 
considering the relocation of the ramp 
indoors, into a safer, designated venue. 
There has been talk of spaces like old 
Commons or an abandoned barn by 
Nash House. Even with these nego¬ 
tiations, the issue of liability is still a 
concern ancl Dean Goundie is currently 
discussing the matter with the Bates 
lawyers. He could not be reached for 
comment before publication. 
Often skateboarders may be seen 
underneath the heavily trafficked li¬ 
brary arcade, yet, perhaps in the com¬ 
ing months the rapidly changing face of 
Bates will acquire yet another develop¬ 
ment: a more official site for on-campus 
skateboarders. 
Don’t Be a 
Naysayer, 
Go See 
Yeasayer 
ROB LINDON 
DEBORAH ALTMAN 
EDDIE STURTEVANT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
Come late October, the void that 
is currently old Commons will host its 
first concert of the semester. Thanks 
to WRBC, the Bates Community will 
bear witness to an unprecedented vis¬ 
it by the Brooklyn-based indie rock 
band Yeasayer. 
After a year of touring in support of 
their debut album “All Hour Cymbals,” 
the band will perform for the masses 
on Oct. 23. Combining elements of 
world music and experimental rock 
and pop, the quartet comprised of 
Anand Wilder, Chris Keating, Ira Wolf 
Tuton and Luke Fasano gained noto¬ 
riety after their appearance at Aus¬ 
tin’s annual South by Southwest Fes¬ 
tival this past March. Signed under 
the independent label “We Are Free,” 
Yeasayer’s sound can be described as 
a mix of soaring orchestrations and 
melodic hooks created using both tra¬ 
ditional and synthesized sounds. 
“All Hour Cymbals” was released 
on Oct. 23, 2007 to both critical and 
popular acclaim. Using a unique re¬ 
cording approach, Yeasayer spent a 
mere five days in a Williamsburg stu¬ 
dio, followed by four months of recon¬ 
structing and re-editing in their home. 
Having a very distinctive sound, the 
album helped to propel Yeasayer’s 
popularity among a deeply talented 
pool of Brooklyn musicians. Keating’s 
wrenching voice holds absolutely 
nothing back as he belts out spiritu¬ 
ally influenced lyrics, especially prev¬ 
alent on such tracks as “Sunrise” and 
“Forgiveness.” The apocalyptic single 
“2080,” characterized by Tuton’s am¬ 
bient and mesmerizing guitar playing, 
Wilder’s rolling bass line and Keating’s 
mournful lyrics, laments a seemingly 
inevitable, bleak future for mankind. 
However, not all of Yeasayer’s lyrics 
are as morose. Tracks like “Red Cave” 
and “No Need to Worry” serve as af¬ 
firmations of the values of friends and 
family and embrace the present. The 
album ends with this theme as the 
band breaks out into a flourishing 
chorus of vocal harmonies as Keat¬ 
ing croons, “I’m so blessed to have 
spent that time with my family and 
the friends I love with my short life 
I have met so many people I deeply 
care for.” 
Yeasayer’s live shows are one of 
the main reasons so many people 
take note of them. Performers in the 
true sense of the word, they prance 
and shake their way around the stage, 
leaving the audience no option but 
to join in with them. They have been 
known to make heavy use of lights 
and visuals projected for a multi-sense 
experience. Their emphasis on “sensa¬ 
tion” is what propels their efforts; they 
don’t want the crowd to just hear the 
music, they want them to feel it, see 
it and immerse themselves in the son¬ 
ic layers. It’s not all lights and tricks, 
however, as they display their musical 
prowess in various innovations and 
re-creations of their album tracks. 
Be sure to check out Yeasayer and 
supporting act Chairlift on Oct. 23 in 
old Commons. It will certainly be a 
one-of-a-kind experience since Bates 
has never before been visited by a 
group quite like this. 
Yes, and it flies... 
Concerned boy: What do they do with all our leftover food? 
Knowledgeable girl: I’m pretty sure they give it to the pig. 
Misinformed girl: There’s a pig in the kitchen? 
Commons 
High maintence isn’t just for girls... 
Boy to other boy: I seriously need to use some nail polish remover 
tonight. 
Library 
I think he means your drink... 
Thirsty boy: May I have a sip of your Magnum? 
Wood Street 
When an Overheard goes wrong... 
Girl 1 (chatting with friends): Wait, aren’t the poles magnetic? 
Girl 2 (from other table as she eats mangoes): What? 
Girl 1 (confused): What? 
Girl 2: Did you say you wanted my mangoes? 
Pettingill Hall 
Are you listening? Hear something you shouldn ’ t? 
Send your overheards to: overheardatbates@gmail.com. 
